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T. HE ot os of Mete gate 

do the duke of Modena, t 1 5 reigning. 
in whoſe ſtate and preſence it was firit acted. 
It is not my intention to give the reader 

the whole af that dedication, hut only to 2M 
extract fuch pallaggs out 9 5 ba e, 5 
relate to the, Fraged 2. 8 175 1 
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After having activa; 5 54 0 in 5 the 5 
4 muſt ee themſelves: 3. 1 
ſhall e myſ ſelf (ſays the marquis, Wrir, 
ting to that prince) with onl hinting,. what, 
foundation of authority the 15 cs 5 dor 


repreſented in this Tragedy may barks Tha * . 


ſometime after the taking of Troy, the Era 
clidi, that is. to ſay by the beenden of Her- 


cules, made TOY maſters of M eſfene, 


that by lots which were cath, this pravloce 
11 to Cresfonte : that Merope was bis wife, 


and that he being inclin'd to-fayour.the 8 8 


with. his, 


e Vas. lain or * e Sildre 
ren, 
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exceeding brave, and revenged the death 


his father, we have from Pauſanias. N 


Tresfonte being murder'd with his two ſons, 


Polifontèe govern'd the I ingdom, born alſs 
from the Eraclidi, that he forc'd Merope to 
become his Wife; and that the third ſon, con- 
ceahd by his mother, "flew the tFrant And 
recover d the kingdom, we have from Apol- 


lodorus. That an old man made Merope 
ſenſible it was ber, ſon, w. len ſhe was about. 


: ro kill him; and that the younger man flew _ 
Toffee at the Tacrihice, we fg! rom 815 yy 
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But perhaps your nok e 7 8 way 


Regin to wonder, that! have made no menh- 


tion of Euripides, of. whom, on this: Pike 5 


| it is almoſt impoſible « to 8 e _ 


" et ira 


It is well Known, that great Poet CITY 
this ſubject compos' 'd the moſf famous of bis 


| tragedies, which,” ro the reit fofs of the 


| theatre; 'was never handed down to poſterity. 


L Aviſtotle ſpeaks of it, where treatir . of = : 


manner of compoſin the fable well, © 
gives Cresforite ot. E TH des. 10 
ft; and ſome thought 


were to follow#rhar 1 near as poſit ble, On 
the Ycohtrar tin the texture of mine, TE, 
have ſought 2710 leave it as far as [ could, as 
well 86 write 4 dei rragedy, as not 
| We” J EO 5 „„ think- 
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; example rg | 
that my intentions 


Sg 15 7 75 Foo i atte 5 


ther. | our h SE 195 
What t certainty. re n pe ob Pate « 


varied from i an eilig 16 ſo FL 


poets baye- in vain raft in 5 magner 


= RR turipides, cor duQted th + 
| now pretend to 1 diſe e 117 1 UE 
I ſhall re ly,cha I imagine to hav this 

dine, in 95 Ugg 55 EE 2 


Iginus, 8 to my 1 by not] 
- ee th than the argument N 

| which the condbQting of 
* repre ented. I reme u wh 
A author, it truck f fdenl: 


= Meats of | the e rage 17 1 5 505 
8 ons convinced of. this by co 
few of them With che crageces we 55 90 
| left, us z 5. and. che laſt. 1 13 Fu at. bo 
| coming lately to my. h an ds, A MLL 
| ingly pleagd* to ſee it alferted there, th 
Veiter Was of the fa eee A s 


EY > John Battiſta Po ET who 8 4 42. 
- gedy upon this ſubject in ; the. Near 1. 8% 
took _ ſtory 7 08 from Tein inus. Ihe 
count Pom ponio Torelli, who. publiſh'd ano- 
ther ig 12955 followed Va fo 095 2%ſ0. 
that theſe poets did in part renew Euripides 
| without being ſenſible of 1 it. "Their trage⸗ 
dies, notwithſtanding they were praiſe-wor- 
| . made me e much more might „ 
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he the trag yo ir Ieonſequentl) 
aye vk 410 put into mine the ſenti- 


| 8 bar 45 ff #68 they 
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8 ae! A 10 great 1 2 9 


bt to 8e mylelf by a quite different, 
and t 5 PPE. a mother ee ney er 
Ger Mar * e „8 ie 31 | 


So that j it "ook being my intention to „ l 5 


2, his, en remain here, and there e, | 
Cicero having tranflated five verſes; A. 
utarch* 7 75 three paſſages, Gellius 


| Go Verles, a 6. an d ſome others, if my. memory = 


4 me 9 71 are found in Stoheus. But not 

oh'this Account have I alter d certain princi- 

* of tradition, Nh, as the willing 
olifonte ar the facrifice, the ra ge of th the mo- 


ther againſt hi her . ſon, « 1 ſhould 


aye 5 a ee e not to have retain'd 


they f Plutarch bears witneſs 
ad in ancient Ages ups, 


ot $4 


127  Confoder that Merope who with an ax li 2 Ms 


e up, ſtands. ready to kill her gun en, which ſhe 


© beheves fo hape murder d We and ſays, we 5 
＋ this blu, We. J. ee Harke 18 25 
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OH Hat a commatinn does it, 400 ente in Yay = 
cc © theatre, every ole Panding intent, and fear: . 
ii that the old man might not 2 her, 3! 
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Feed and fe e 2 "= e her W 
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But fearing I intrude too much upon the 
clemency of your highneſs, I ſhallconclude 
what I Have to ſay, with only this addition, 
that whatever fortune this piece may encoun- 
ter, which I don't know works 'T ought to 
f call my labour or recreation, I ſhall eſteem 
myſelf ein er as it has lent me an 
| opportunity of ſhewing my yeneration for ſo - 
(|| - excellent Fe 8 
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| Believe La me, 
1 Thee, for my n Nor 
bat our Mete oer ore n 
7 Thee its 'great q 98 5 

Put off thoſe, vVeils, and a 
e reaſſume cb. 0s, 3 | 


2 never TR 


7 See, if it 8 true, cog 


Further thou k , he was not Well accepted 
And that n6r@nly'fojeign help, and arms,” BL 
Sus de 67th mtu: Df RES 


Mer. Heaven! what new fort of torment doi ke, fla 5 
Non making ready for me] Polifbnte, 


Leave me in peace; even in that bitte 


6 Which n continual tears th* DHS 04. 


Leave me a prey to my og ſuffer'd ſorrow. 


eee MI 


 _—_ priſoner, is it better ow remain, 


47-09 


Wal 


Than to regain a kingdofy ? 
7. Not a kin gdom 
Could go 


1 ee 


Oughil b 
2 — eee eee, e ee hong lov'd a 
velly murder ' d. him f gr on h band? 
r eg Lene, 8 f u d Me piece e py 
Thoughts of it Dee me 1 a I 1 | 
Cold horror chil imgvery Vein. 


Po. How: canſt thou ever n in thy mind 


Things finiſnh'd quite, and of d a date 
1 Fs wk e rm 1 — reat _ 
Give place to reafon : tell me, was 1 5 
That ways ober Meſſenia thy Se Mg; 
Alone ſhould reign, and E not lefs than he 
Born from th* Eraclidi, ſhould waſte m 1551 
Mix'd and coifys'd among the vulgar | erd ? 2 
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The firſt and greate TE the realm: and why,” 0 = 


What leads to power alwiys „r app Pplauſe 


For if to govern, if to thfo F off 1 150 "a 
Lawful was not to man, were he forbid. _— 
To put in uſe his wiſdom, and his valout, 


OY wotild have Sn Fn E's A in . 
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Mer. Parbarousreaſohing ! all the right, the claim, 
To govern in Meſſenia was C res font es; 
Was ee lot from heaven, and choice on 
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Go ask of others, "if he governꝰd well, * 1 | 
Ask thigaflied* People, they WhO oy fins 
Inceſſantly his loſs ; they prov*d him good, 


- Ra avabiticn- as chee, and blind — 
= thee about; and What, o —— 
What cruelty unheard: of that of thine! - 
At firſt when the conſpiracy broke 'out, 
My harmleſs infant ſons, alt my dear children ! 
Who might with their bleſt looks, and with their 
Humbly addreſsd for mercy, lifting up (prayers 
Their little tender hands and weeping eyes,” 
Micht hure mov'd pity in wild beaſts and forks, 
Thou with chy own hand didſt kill! and all . 
That woe held Itome to our defence, (time . 
What ſlaughter of our friends didſt tho make f 4 no 
Here in Meſſene make? and when at 1 
Ourſelves ſurrender'd, why, againſt all faiel- 
Gav*(t thou my husband death? o — 
From ſuch a monſter, have I now to hear 3 
Diſcourſe of nuptials, and intreats of love? 
Am I reſerv'd to this too? heavenly: ee 
Pol. At laſt be paeified; thou being woman, 

Haſt as a woman reaſonꝰ d: thoſe ſoft b 
And all that tenderneſs in thee I blame not; 
Vet they become not high aſpiring minds. 
But tell me, why alone what gives — 
Thy mind goes ſearching after, and omits 
How much I've. done for thee? and not — 
That the third ſon, in whom the'father's name 1 
It pleas d thes to renew, thou keep'ſt: 3 
And! * it, the falſe * — 
"WW | By 


* by 
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| MEROPE 


By thee ſpread of his death, 1 ſeem'd to credit, . 
And in thy favour let it paſs in ſilen e. 
Mer. My young Cresfonte, who, a8 then wich me, 

Had not arriv'd to his third year, .expir'd-/. 

Too certain in theſe arms, in the firſt days 

Of the tumult; the poor little tender babe, | 
He cauld nor bear the hardſhips of the Ajght,.. 8 
What ſpeak*ſt thou? or to whom doſt thou relate 
To have ſhewn for him an heart ſo full of clemency ? 
Perhaps thou haſt not ſearch'd LArgos, and Corinth, 


Arcadia, Sparta, Piſa, and, in fine, wt. 


The Earth and Sea, for this thy vain eien . 
Even to this day, urg d by this impious care, 
Are there not thoſe of thine, who Ty watch ? 

In various parts? ah now is plainly ſeen 


Death, if not ſanguine, does not ſatiate tyrants: 


Thou griev'ſt that Nature ſtep'd before the ſteel, 
Androb'd thee the fierce. 1 of the nne 8 


Pol. That he died not is in Meſſenia kn donn, 


And ſtill he lives, but thou deny iſt tall: „ We 

Wilt thou deny thyſelf to be alive? 1 5 

Wilt thou deny but that thou ow'lt it w RY 

Was not thy life in my hands, as well as others 5 
Mer. Behold the gift of tyrants : they.eſteem 

Not giving death to others, they give life. 1 


Pol. But leave we all like this; now let us leave 


Remembrance of all paſt, all painful things: 
Thou of my love, for, Merope, I love - 1. 
Seęſt proofs which cannot lie, what I took from thee 
At once ſee I reſtore, a ſpouſe, a kingdom 
And children, if my hopes prove not in vain: 
Will it not more than make n heart amends / 


For ancient faults? l 

Mer. Ah! tell me, Polifonte, 

e Flngy is this love FS late born in thy breaſt? 
2 . e excine thee — 


Than 


F * 


11 ER Ob E 5 


Then when gay youth fat blõoming in my face ÞL 

But now to urge thee, when my age N 

= e leaving all my better days behind. 

I count near forty ſummers? . — N 3 
What now I coyert, eyer was my win; 4-7 
But the hard tenor of my life, to thee 

Is fully known. Thou Low! ſcarce was king, 
When foreign wars infeſt me, one extinct, 
Another kindles, and without repoſe, | + 
Ten years, from place to place, I ſweat in arms. 
At length my foreign foes left me in p 


3 
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But then the ſturdy rabble of Meſſeni a 
Began to ſtir commotions in the ſtate; 
-In all theſe heavy cares m ſoft defires 85 


Were kept in ſiſence. Now at laſt in calm. 


I ſee this kingdom, and all pleaſing — 
Feel wake within me, age now coming on 
PII fence with children; love, till now eee 
Iwill that it be ſatisfied. | | 
Mer. What love? i 
They who advance in power above the reft, b 
Preſume the ſame in knowledge, and believe” 
To draw to their conceits the minds of others. 
Thinkſt thou that Merope is ſo unwiſe 
That the great ſecret, and the hidden drift | 
| She ſees not at the full? the Jaſt great tymule 
| Shew'd thee too plain; thou wert not yet ſecure - 
In thy ill-gotten-throne, and none of thine : - N 
Thou canſt diſcern how recent, and how dear, 
Is ſtill the memory of the good Cresfonte. 
And now thy few, but crafty, friends give 1 
That if thou wed me, and I — 2 

Hate will diminiſh, and ag daſt 
May ſuffer the hard yoke: This is — bing, 


* 


Inflames thee now for me: theſs d we; "__ __ : 


That wake TI OF" 
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Fa.: : * oh gm. Never did I ſee ee End, 
Thancdoetmgrewready to turn all-to 1 Til 
So firmly am ſeated in my throne. iy, 
Of others favours I make no accaunt 5 
They whoa, in vain, gnaſſi at me, them. laugh: at 
And laugh ſhall always. But allow it ſo, 8 
3 as thou biedres m*d-:! yet this: nin 
Thy good is here i ed. Now make uſe 


5 Of all thy wiſdom, and embrace thy lot. a 


_ Give thought to nothing elſe: tis bꝭſt — 
Promptly to ſeize the effect, not DE Ant 
Mer. Yes, if Thad a Polifonte's heart, 11 

Or if I could to a vain blaſt of fame, 0 
An idol of a kingdom, ſacriice 
Faith, Kill affection ;; or, if I had power 

Ever to 8 tho 1 Ted ag % 


. Debate * 
Here we 1 off - there ould by tine! 
Againſt full : diſpoſe thee for theſe nuptials, 
And halten to obey, pleaſe thee or nut. 
Fan Adraſti e 4 


SCENE n. 
J ben Iſmena, Ec. Ares. 15 = 42 


* * 
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Mer. Hinena, never more leave me _ 


Aar. Sir, Pm this moment come. 409 8: 
Jim,” 1 did not dare, Arco HOO wy 
e ich diſcourſe, to 3 | 


But; o my queen ard {ce her thus n ni 4 
Diforder'd thus ana; T POW 0003/1; 360 + 
Aer. oF Noon Gualeſlinow all; , F 


Pol. Adraſtus, tel What is it brings thee to us? 
A Pre brought a murd' rer hither to ny" 


That fo his puniſhment may-purge away 
All unpropirious Gn and prevent wit 


WERORK "To 
_ Elſewhere iivroving with the boaſt cohare hake 


And ſet at nonght our la.. 
Pol. Woo is this meetup yen lit 1245 
Adr. Not of this country 33 he's res AL £6500 
Pol. And who the man thaus Ri? e 
Adv. 2 9 e 5 
His body being thftown inte Ait nod WW 
That now ſwells high, and — 
Nor was I preſent at the fact, but char 
The guilty wreteh does not deny. Tus whees | 
My orders always fix me, no kee guard: // 
With ſquadrons of the infantry, att 
News that, nat far from thenes upon upon the bridge, 
A man that-inſtant had been rabbid and murder A. 
Therabber, be, t was ſaidd, hadi talen hi a 8 
Along the river. als; wha, 28 it * 10 | 
Was in my-ſaddle,. fpur'd-angovertook'bimed T 3% | 
Some things, which he denies bot aver talen 7 
Conyine'd me nothing dre him do: ed blood 10 
But greedineſs: of tapine. Ta conclude i- 4 "2: | 
If you-givetithto looks, thistis hot true. H 
A youth of high garceptions in low ſtate, 071 
1 Plebeian garb, a noble aſpecd (Of od 
Pu. Bring him before me. Ex Aar. 
Mer. Apart 10 Iſin.] Here, the Apilling blood, 01/1 
- Where reig — 5 eee, Ing ay ny — e 
hrs apart. taĩn if every „F every 
Thi Polifonte had been paid pe yep ne 1H 


I 1 
his ladbs Poon e r ae ern i 1E 
01 00 Ty * 5 Fun 
{© E NEN UL, #39} oT 
8 E 2 th * 11 551 © | 
" ©. Se 1 "mb F F Ly 
LL v1 175 * 244 WW tad ont} * 3 ; ; 
tus, tu them-wil 


cr ;. Behold he nr Sigg + gaibazned © 
-* 6d 308 ee Abies Bains L 
Pul. In age ſa green, ſe wicked! Who art cha 7 
Whenee art? and hither cticiſt chou think 0 b avi”. 
Eg. 8 and obſcure ſon of i a Om _ COLE 
15 come 


8 MEROPE 


What ails ry queen? what ſudden rears F 4. 

Run trickling from her eyes? its 4H 

| / Merope apart to Benne, F $ 1 

J. | | Om Iſmena! N 

| When this young man addreſs d himielf to ſpeak, 

He made a certamimotion with his lips '-: — 4 

That to my mind brought my lov'd huſband back, RE 
Pictur*dihim'to me juſt as if Id feen'him;' 

Pd. Whar?.:didft thou think "that in this realaito 1 


* 1 * 
* 7 


tthleves, 2 3 
5 . And common tabbers, vas permiſhon giv 1 . 
7” To deal their cruel: fury out at — | — + 


Or didſt thou think no ge ſupreme. where? E 
Or that. I hold the government in vnn 
Ex, Tharl: not, nor yet Whar J have done,” 
n Tung by e of gain; TG 
Or i ons thirſt of blood. "I was conſtizin'd. 
To take his liſe in my own juſt defence, 5 
Who otherways had robb d and . me. 1 
I call in teſtimony that great Jo,, 
Who in Olympus, but a few days ſince, bn 
In his great temple I ador'd. My journey ; gand K 
I profecuted;'fitent;cand alone; ! {= vo hh hd. 
When from the way that toward Laconia leads, 1 
Aman comes forward, much like OO. wall 
But of a fierce and ſavage aſpect; jñe 1 
Held in his hand a knotty club, and fx'd 7:8 Wh 
Sternly his eyes on me, then looking round, 
To fee if com . „ 
At length he ſeiz d my arm, when we atriv- d 
Juſt at the enten t marble bridge, EN 
Demanding my apparel, and what elſe 
I carried with me, threat ning inſtant death. | „ N 
Uadaunted, I by force got looſe my arm . 
When Ot 2 his 0 we e hands, 2 


l 100 


+ as * ory *, 


MEROPE 4 


Quick he made ready for me ſuch a blowy +! . N 


As had it reach'd me, it had left my ce 
Scatter'd a prey to the rapacious vultures: 2] 
But ſwiftly paſſing under, I fle on him, 


And graſping of him traverſe, wreſtled ich im a 


Me ſtruggled for a while, till both together 

Came to the ground, and was it art, or chance, 
I had him under me, and he his head {I 
Struck ſo againſt a ſtone, that all his face. 0 


At once grew pallid, and his Jooſen'd joint: 


Lay without motion. Then J es ee 
A ſpectacle fd hock ing in the road, 13 
Would raiſe purſuit from every part upon me 11 
So that I took the dead, or the half living; wh 
And not without fatigur, (for he Was — Yi: 
Lifted: him from the earth, and on the earth 
Were puddles of his blood: In haſte I bore. bim 


To the middle of the bridge, and all the wayr 


A ſtreak vermillion bloody mark'd the ground; 


From thence 1 en him bradiong > down he 


plung'd, 1 5 Nel 3A 


Loud daſhing in che 0 the frothy ſpray 
Reoſe at his fall, and the waves cover'd min 


No more | ſaw him, for the rapid torrent 

Has bore him to ſome whirlpool, and ingulf'd him. 
His Club lay by him, that, and ſome black Kin 
He wore, which in the ſtruggle I tore from kim, 
With me I bore away, not as a rapine, 90% 
But far my pleaſure to reſerve as trophies: ? 
For who can ever . 4poils let abeſe-: | 
Almoſt of none, or of ſo little 1 
Should urge me to a riſque of ſo much danger, 
And make me kill another 

4 ane 

; The baut of him | is good who! ork alone 
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10 ME R OP E. 
Pol. In vain he colours and adorns a tale, 
Thus in his favour, ſeeing none to oppoſe, 


Since I, the guardian of the oliEnded ROW F: 
Shall be his oc non: on 108 re 


Dalles: 
Be not A haſtily acres : ſuſpend' | KPC. 
Pill other proofs confront him, for 5 +3 
Of truth ſigus not a ew 3 to me he ſeems bart df 
Worthy of pity. 13 
.. Nothing to thee to F: was 1 


Muſt be denied : but let it pleaſe ther now 
Return to thy apartment, for thy ſta y, 
If lengthen' d, hreaks too much upon n | 
Inn. aſide] Not for an hour, no; not for a moment, 
Can wicked kings abandon their ſuſpicion. ba 


Pol. Adraftus, let it be mean time thy: care 


Thar SN us not, „ [Bait 
Mer. — 5 0 Adraſtus, 
- Towards: that miſerable youth uſe pity: 
Tho he be poor, tho? he be born to eee 
As laſt he is a man, and very ſoon 
Begins to feel the ſorrows of this Life. 
Aſide . a20% Fg In ſuch low ſtate, alas! af hy: 
| ies hi , | 
Thou mayſt dee Inca": 8 if "a 
Might here arrive in this ſo diſtant eee IT 
I ſhould behold him fuch; and that his eels: 
Would not be much unlike. Grant me good bens u, 
That he be form'd as well, pe 85 . . 
eee 4 Jultproportion. $15 one, 16 
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11 
SCENE W 
 Exiſtus and Alraſtus, et raed 1 | 


II intreat thee 
Tale me, Who! is this? | . 
Ads. ore oh 8 of this deln 8 


Fs 77 7 Sms 


a Beholda a woman yet, who had: the power, 
Such reverence in the breaſt, and love to move. | 
And thou, who near the king, canſt do ſo o much, 5 
Follow her great example, and incline . | 
To do me favour; have compaſſion on me, f 3 1 
Who in the flower of age, without defence, | 
Without the ſmalleſt guilt, by adverſe fate, | 
Am faPn'into fuch peril, do not cauſe 5 x 
In this ſo famous city, that my blood 5 8 
Be ſpilt in wrong 3 a laſting rorment OY 38825 : : 
To both my innocent afflicted parents, N 1 
To whom, alone, my abſence now is ING 
That _y conſume thernſe]yes Water 5921, 
- Madre 85 N At firſt” a. FAC | 
[ repreſenred all to hy! Advaita. 
Perhaps thou haſt forgot the Courteſy 1 
I ſhew'd in thy behalf? and yet thou ſeeſt 
How I kept ſilence of the coſtly ri 
Wich thou hadſt ſtobn, and I 1 Boi oh thy aal 
What doſt thou think induc d me to conceal 
The mean deſire of having 1 in bien | 
That jewel ? or to give it co the ki 3 
Ho ill haſt thou believ'd if 0c e en fo 
To me no gems are wanting. But {did it FO 
For thy eſcape, without another motive: 7 4 
Had I diſcover'd ſuch 5 theft as this, — er — 
3 i 


— 


of ſuch a price, thy ah had _ too plain, 

Nay agoravated much, for it appears 

Some man of * degree by thee was kill d. 
Eg. Thou ſeem'ſt fix'd to believe, that I have ſtol'n 

That graven ſtone; but I atteſt again, 

A gift I had it from my ancient father. «hes 

Believe this, know, that I'm not us'd to lie. 


Adr. Rather I ſee thou knowſt not how to lie. 


Didſt thou not tell me, that thy father lay 
In ſervile fortune low ꝰ 
Eg. I ſaid, and ſay it. 
Adi. Now then, have ſervants in thy country gems 
Of this degree ? an happy country thine?? 
n ours that jewel would not misbecome 
_ royal finger. 15 777 
That I cannot ſpeak . 
ys know 1 27 its price: but this I ſwear, »: 
That not a great while ſince, juſt on the day 
My eighteenth year compleatly fill'd its courſe, 
Before our altar of domeſtick Gods, 
My father call'd me: ſhedding tender tears, 
He put that very ring upon my finger, 
And made me vow, that I'd be careful of it. 
go hears my words, and if they are not truths, 
ay he hurl his avenging flame this MONT 
And ſcorch me up to aſnes. 
AAS 5 Oaths are weapons . 
That may do much, and us d at proper times, | 
Give lucky hits; but thou art yet to learn, 


With 0 8 chey gain no ground. Leave we e the 


T he point is oe I for thy good — 

_ make no Naa EA of it to the king; 
Thou, on the other h vouldſt why be late. 
| * it n all an N18 wy 


e 15 


-_— 


8 So much 1 promiſe, 
And chou think as thou wilt, if thou aſſiſt me 
Out of this peril, lead me into fGfety, 
I make thee of that ring an hearty gift. f 
Adr. A gracious gift is this, when thay haſt givn n 
What is in n my « own P and mine already. 


K. Ws SH 


End of the Firſt A. 
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Wi 


Uriſo, no 


ACT Ir 


SCENE I. 
uri and Ie 


no; now to ſee Merope 


Is not the time: tho? thou alone art he 
To whom her ſecret thoughts ſhe dares im- 


1 her yet to herſelf, that ſo with tears (part, 
Paſſion may find a little vent: thou knowſt not © 
What new misfortune preſſes her at heart. 
Eur. From an ambiguous, tho? a ſpreading Ws. | 
But now I've underſtood 1 Polifonte | 
Faſtens the threaten'd nu 
To know the truth from 1 


This the eſteems, which yet 
But in her breaſt keeps 5 for 
With other greater 1 18 bbeim'd. 
Eur. What can it be? perhaps unlucky news 
About her ſon, whonr the a little infant 
Gave to that good old ſervant Polidore, 
To bear far hence, and bring him up as his? 
1 Tt is as thou haſt gueſs'd : thou knowſt full well, 15 
No other comfort had th*unhappy queen, 
Than ſending to Laconia twice a year, 
Faithful Arbantes with a ſecret charge. 
She counted every hour, and every moment, 
Till his return, almoſt out of herſelf, 
1 n Wen things in one ſhort breath would kn 


s 3 this brought me 


n feels, 


* <A 


E 


* 
id 


4 By N went away, and the old man, 


MEROMK t 
And ponder long the words came from his mouth, 
Oft changing colour and all over tremibling: dt 
Then turn again to know minuteſt thing. 267 
Nor did ee ever leave, -rill'ſhe had heard | 
All her ſon's actions, words, his ſhape, hiv<loats, 
Told ten times over by the good Arbantes. 
Eur, To tell me what 1 know: pain not Pony 0 
Merope I know well, ſhe oft has toldme 
All this at large, and if ſhe could recount. "oa 
Only a {of word of her-ſon's good, 
What tears of joy, o heaven, ſhone — Bi — 
While ſhe rehears d it! But ſay dee eee 
Comes of Cres fonte? | {AT 


Vn. . Feen e eee Aer Dk 1 
Who ſtaid much longer than his uſual time „ 5 
He ſays Cresfonte is no longer found . 


With Th old ſorrowful man, who ſearches round 
For him in vain, and hears no'tidings 
Eur. O hope cut off. o this afflicted Kindo 


Rage: af cur kings cunctt 71 Ben © 9 
Im Thou fant eu mi, - 1 
Another Merope exakt, tat ene. ht acre T 


Jo throw thee on extremes: 1 did not fy ) uk 
_ His death r us. 09 MESH 35 ET 


Zur. 0 But doſt chen believe 58 | 


That he Sy 3 or of himſelf, is vanidh'd 2 T 
No, he's at laſt betray'd to Folifonte 
Caught in ſome ſnare in ainbuſh, deen . 


im, Nothing of this: But Polidore affirms, . 


An eager inclination feiz'd the Ait 
To travel up and down in Greece, and ſee 
Some cities, whoſe great names A eee ge 
Nov with intreaties, now paternal powers”! BE. 
He for a time reſtrain'd him; till at laſt, 
His glowing ſpirit, conquer'd by deſire, 


Wait 


16 MER OP E. 

- Waiting a little for him; but in van. 
Was juſt about to follow, and himſelt 
Put in the track to find his footſteps out.. 

Eur. This is a leſſer ill, perhaps no ill,. 

What danger in his travels can he meet, 
Unknown to every one, and to himſelf? 
On that reflecting, the afflicted mother Hs 
Will ſoon take comfort. a 95 3 

In.. Tes; PII tell thee how : 4 125 £5. 
All the diane, all the riſques that ever 
Give moleſtation to the traveller, 11 

Af thou hearſt her, crowd all about her 001 | 
The burning ſun, the chilly ſhow'rs of rain, 
The rugged mountains, ſhe remembers all; 8 
Not only every diſmal chance can hip! den, 1% 

Preſents telt before her lab ring min gf | 

No born down by the ſtream paſſing Wege alter, 

Nom among robbers wounded and oppreſs d, 

She ſees him ; but ſhe calls back even her dreams, 

And every thing makes matter for complaint: 

In ſum Euriſo, might I ſpeak the truth, 

To me ſometimes her ſenſes ſeem to 'faulter; nA. 

Eur. O child, the mother's heart excuſes all, © A. 
That's the affection, where great nature makes 
A pomp of her divine and boundleſs power. A 

Thy oun experience will confirm this trut., 
1m. My own experience never, all the dax 0 
1 — what madneſs tis to ſeek ſuch * | 

Eur. But this is gtief that we acquire with Pleaſure, \ 

Im. For me, 8 mera l 1969 04 

r.. Dein and: ſought, 61 

rrDheſe 19 ate yang 29 855 war with caliecty 
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"Mer At ee of thee, bu, 


+ na my fears WL: their accuſtom d way. 
Eur. But now I heard the news. 
Quite different this, 

From harbouring thoughts, that now my ſon had 
Matutity of years, and manly ſtrength, ee 
In the beſt manner how to make him known: | 
Quite different this, from figuring to myſelf .. 
To fee him quickly at the people's head, 

Fierce vengeance hurling on the cruel tyrant, 


Eur. Pardon me, o my queen: and who deſtroys 


Theſe pleaſing hopes? or what the conſequence 
If ddt deſire lead the young prince . 
A while among the provinces of Greece, 

To know, 195 make a treaſure of experience? 
. the queen in grief e A 5 
"Thou knhowſt not by what fear I'm overcome. 77 


. Ear: Let the queen ſpeak it. 


Fo Where the two roads. meet 
That the. bridge; Joins, a man was lately kill'd. 
Awe: I know it, for Adraſtus took the murtherer. 
Mer. Now he that's kill'd Ifear (and would to heav 
That this may be vain fear) 1 fear, Tas. Sas 
Left it has been Cresfonte. = Be ng 


Zur. a Gods eternal! 


Where does my queen go ſearching n bor 
Motives for ſorrow | | 


Mer. © Motives much too frong 


This time are mine: obſerve. Here in Me 6 

No man is miſſing, whence the unha 1 es 

Is prov'd a traveller: the thief confe 

His age was much like his, that he was poor, 
D Alone, 


SY 


In. That full of gentleneſs, and with much bee, : 


Mer.” als Of tyrants Who” 


«a. 1 E R O f E. 


Alone, and that he came as from Laconia; 
Doſt thou not ſee how all theſe Things agree? 
Beſides he bore a Club : perhaps at laſt a 
The good old man might have diſcover'd to him 
That he was born from Hercules, whence R. 
Of arms worn by his Anceſtors, might make 
Like youth an oftentation, yes, tis certain .; p 
Hither he came, poor youth, to tempt his fare. . 
Eur. Too little proof for ſuch a great ſuſpicion. 
Mer. Further I've thought, the tyrant's f avourite, 
Adraſtus, brought the Murd'rer. Tell me how, 
Why did he come himſelf? withodt more trouble 
He might have ſent him; and why muſt the body 
Be made away with, thrown | into the river 5 5 
That none might ſee it? 


a £4 1 


Eur. Io torment thyſelf” F 
What ways doſt Hou contrive | 5 ; Sag 0 = : 
Mer. Alas for me! _ T7, 


Who in my bodings am not us'd to err, 

Didſt thou not note Hime, how much care 
The tyrant took in parting, not to leave me, 
Left I ſhould come to queſt ton with the homicide * * 
Doſt thou nv: call to mind how prompt and glad 
He granted what I aſk'd for ulis fe. favour ? _ . 


He then behav d himſelt muſt be allow'd ; 
Something too different from his uſual cultom. 
Eur. But it would help hitn in a caſt like this 
More to divulge, than keep the fact conceal'd, 
To cut off all the hopes of thoſe who hate him. b 
Mer. Not yet, leſt this new piece of cruelty _ 
Should animate too much the popular rage. 
Eur. But how wilt thou, that now fo eee 
He may have found thy ſon? i 


Can penetrate the Hidden ways J perflay gt 
Vaeter thief murder d him bur ON 8 85 5 


1 : 4- 


R 8. . N 


* E K O i -uS 


And after was diſcover WGGFA 
A From this laviſh; 
Which thou haſt made up for thyſelf, I bebe 
Shortly to lead thee out. In littie ume 
Adraſtus will be in great neceſſity” 
Of; my aſſiſtance ; 3 that I can with-hold | 


+% 4a. i 4 


Tx 0 reſolve all. Wold rao 5 1 
Mer The y very e 0 11 
Is what cho giv'ſt me j put it into Action "FI 

Quickly, nor det delay ſtep-in:between. 


Eur. Doubt not, my queen; but in ſo many ills 
Ah! do not thou thyſelf take part with fate, 
Let not thy mind create thee more een 

5 Mer. O my Euriſo, now I plainly ſce Foo I 


That this is nothing more than my ſuſpicion 2 on . 


Allow it to be falſe; yer canſt thou think 
Barely to know that my Cresfonte wanders 


Will ſuffer me to harbour thoughts of Joy ? 3 


Alone, an unexperiencd, homely youth, 

And unappriz*d' of ways, cuſtoms, and dosen, 
Who has no place of reſt, poor, and nent 8 
All hoſpitable ſuccour, what for food 0 

And here to lay his head, will. se „ f 
What want? how often to a ſtranger's table 
Shall he approach? and humbly afking bread, 
Perhaps be driven away; he, whoſe great alder 
Spread his rich table for ſuch numbers. Then 
Should he fall ſick, as that he may too eaſy, 


Whoſe care Will his then be? low on the ground 15 


When he ſhall languid lay, afflited,-left, 
A drauy ht of water, none ſhall hand it to him. 
O Gods, might 1 at leaſt but travel wich him,” N. 
I think thay J fhould ſuffer all in peace. 

Im. Hark ! there is trampling, Politonte c cones. 


* 


D 2 Ne. 


— 


_ : we > n 2 
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Aler. Then 1 withdraw ; make it thy care . 
To ſeek. Aaraſtos. 51 
Zu. Nov he's with che king: k 
The minute they two part, with him Pl] loſes 
Ex _"_o:e the Wen 2nd. then. Fern 50 A Ex. 


© { 3 


i le ©: e 95 50 
© tions ang. 70 Fo 7 3 
| Pol Now tel me, doſt thou think, that my Prove 
: Hourly unquier, this tumultuous mob, (city, i 


Will ever lay aſide their rebel thoughts? 
Adr. The vile low rabble, who can fall no lower, 55 
Always abhor the preſent, and love change. 
Pol. Too great a truth; and where ſoc er 1 paſs,” 
I ſee their faces painted with pale rancour,. 
And read in every forehead open treaſun 
Adr. Haſten o king, for theſe thy nuptials ; haſten 
With this vain imag'ry of peace and juſt ice 
To pleaſe this mad and diſcontented people. 1 
Pol. Lo take revenge upon them would be better. 
Aar. Thou thy own kingdom wouldſt thy ſelf defiroy. | 
Pal. My kingdom empty I ſhould be ſecure. 
Adr. Sboullt thou deſire, there's no room to 1 85 8 ” F 
Pol. Doſt thou believe that only to behold; © - 
Merope'compaſs*'d round with royal . 
Could have ſuch great effect upon the people? 
Aar. Th' uncertain voice alone, that of 1 it runs 
Already to nos few has reconciꝰd the 
And there are thoſe who hope, Cresfome' wife 
May raiſe in thee a likeneſs of Cresfonte. |: 
Pol. An idle thought! But what if ſhe refuſe! | 
Aar. Women, thou know'ſt, what they eu A, 
Pol. Ill by a common rule thou meaſur'ſt her. | 
Aar. Care muſt be taken by ſome proper Action 
Grateful to > her, to W her wn 727 = "Th he 
te 


11 K R O PE 


5 There's nothing difficult but the firſt ſtep. - 
This done, and ſhe reduc d, tho with repugnance, 
And half conſenting, but to 5 bear the name 
Of wife to thee, twill be an E taſk i 
To conquer all her heart; wach eareſies. 
Have ſovereign Virtues; I 'do they appeaſe 
Anger in woman, and acquire ber Dre. 
Perhaps with blandiſhments,” and ſoc ar 
(The 2 geſt trial of a feminige u ind) 
Thou 8 het ſips at laſt migheſt come 2 
The important ſecret, where ſhe hides her fon. 
For Peace while he has life thou tatbſt not Hav. 
Pol. This is the thorn that keeps fixid in my h 
Adr. All this might happen; but if ſhe . 
Contemptudus, and fa perb in her own wro! 
If ſhe te aſe to yield, "Then threats, and fore 
Muſt be made ue f; for at aby priee 
Muſt be obta h her crownin in the cemple 
In the eyes of all Meffenia, ark in Pomp 
Ok joyous hymeneals, mn the; fof Won 1 
Is hore ch Pity, and fick ſtrons ion, 14 
Thus giving Peace and honourts what's left 
Of that greãt family to them ſo dear. 
Pol. Adraitus, * 2 prevails,” thou reaſon'ſt wo, 
Iſmena order to be call*d.” aa e, 


21 


Conform to thine: nor let us ſand at bay. 1 7 
'Tis ill delay ing, what is goo ee e 
Hence go thou to the prieſt, bid him prepare 
For ſolemn and glad fac acrifice to morrow. i 85 
Wn fooliſh vulgar will in every thing © © © 

| in the Gods. V Then 1 paſs thro? all cheſt 
A ſpread the nes with aft, and in my. favour. | 

Ar. Thy wiſe refalves 1 "Ms to Ss 
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Jon, wach 's Comin eee 8 25 
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FAY ber. e 10 e ade. 


Hue much . 8 600 
] ne Gods 


. rue heart, of my perpety Mad 
ll make my. ſureries, I T hence ſh fal pe . FR rt 


At the enliveni the ad. try 
enliven . 'gla ad ho 1 
805 


Amidſt the, general joy, Shouts, 
. i tl 
A gift like that, it ought. to buy, sſteem. 
VV. Oroyal fir, *twas but this day,, Hine non 77 
Thou madſt thy firm determination Known. 
To ſuch a great and ſudden change wilt. 1875 
Pol. I will that what I ve ſaid. be all accompliſh' 
To. morrom, c er high noon; it "ih ale; 
Afflictions to protract, not bei ng 2405 0 
And now that Merope may LY DIAL EL 
_ How abſolutely. in my _ I — 5 OY 
Tell her that I perceiving, her e En 
About the murd' ye r, give r py. royal word _ 3 
That no decree of mine tall da 15 Hi 
- Hereafter.ſhe, may ever reſt 
In vain the laws ſhall clamour apap 
SGainſt thoſe whom her high favor 
Go, and intreat, A ſuch a chearful wy 5 A 
She lighten. up with.zo Joy. ry r penſive log 
And cloath herſelf with all ee — 2 
45 A fever which ſhe feeds when others fleep 
And ftrives in vain to keep conceal'd, affaults her, 
And has for ſome time paſt. Grant her, o king, 
Let a few days to _ health and mms 


Þ ice. 9 10 


Pol, 


bee 1 


Pol. Thou haſt heand what 5 com Sh W, 
Is to ol not WE: to * Wind. 


Sear 75 e 3 Ih . 2 1 bee, 
80 EN ie 


e 22 aft 22 . 5 15 5 
I. 0 wretched queen I to fill the meaſure up 
Of all thy forrows only this was wanting 
Time opportune indeed ! unhappy. ſhe ! gi ] 
For, to {ce herſelf led on to nuptials, pars 8570 
Nußtials with Polifonte: o hard fate bo | 
a 13 Iſmena, what was Polifonte's will!? 
. J. He wills that the next ſun ſees thee his briſde. 
Mer. Thoughts of Cresfonte weigh me down and 
This other burden I'd almoſt forgot: 
But what of that? Death at my pleaſure w waits,” N 
To lighten me of this, could I but knoẽw 
| Ought certain of my ſon, or that he lives... 1 241 
Further he added, ſeeing thy favour towards him 
For that alone the 'murtherer ſhould; not 1 hed "4 
Mer. Now ſee Iſmena, is the ſecret here? 5 ; 
What care to ſecond with a mind ſo ready 8 
. A flaſh of faint deſire that ſhone in me? | 


J Behold Euriſo comes, with brow ſerene, TM 
| And miles, that e He one. who eren glad 


54 4 


1 

ye. 5 1 To this Foyer: 2 "Wag I 
Y Now heav'n be prais'd, o queen; N how- | 
+> From trouble I ſhall fer thee free: o thus (ever "5M 

Might I but one day free thee: from all others. — 
"SN 38 80 * Ades chear d me, but coins news 

27 * * 
ing, 42 „ — 2902 * "Brig 
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43 

ry Btingſt thou © certain? E 

Eu. Scarcely with Aan 
Had I began to ſpeak, when it was clear, 
The man ſlain by tl the robber at the bridge 


Was not thy ſon. 
All 8 be to the Gods, 
From death thou haſt turn d me back to life; and 
Suſpicion grew upon me: but of this (et 
Which are the proofs to thee ſo very „ 
Eur. I need but mention one: thou fayſt Cresfonte, 
Brought up beneath an humble roof, appear d 
But as the ſon of a fervant, wandering now |. 
In mean apparel. | = 
Mer. ek indled 000 ue. 
Eur. Know chew _ hits unfortunate had with him 
Rich ſpoils, bg oftly gartnents. | WL 
Mer. Ik this be, 
He could not be Cresſonte, thou haſt e 
But the ſpoils what were they ? where are WF 7 
8 Of them 
This gem aloe l wouldft that thou might ſee : a 
Adraftus ventur'd it into my hands, 
But not without ſome difficulty; bee 
„ not worth 4 treaſure. | | | 
1 O Euriſo, 
To Wes how ig: Pm Doan |——fails not my 
eye-light? 
Help me ye Gods, that I die not this inftant. 
J. What can it be? 0 
Eur. I can't ſo much as chink. * 
Mer. Ah ! no, I do not err: "tis it. Had be, oy 
„He that was murder d. then; thi e 1 


8 had; W 

5 Now what aids thee 2 5 

Medea a d ft: * Yes, 8 8 
Tes, ye have conquer'd ; z now, o Deſtiny, 
"Wy! lateſt blon of all is ſtruck. Ah me! 
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Eur. Pm all confuſion, 3 T7 

Me My heart 8 JE is. gal Me 

Mer. This is the ring, which I to Pelidore 
Gave with the child, and with it a command 


'To- give it to my ſori, ſhould he arrivdte 
To man's eſtate 3 and that, alas ! he i is, 
1 But all in valn. . 
q Eur. 3 Alas! # what doT hear o 
| Vn. O wonder big with horror! 
„ M, 14 5 755 


Am now no longer ; every hope is fan. 
. Vn. Perhaps, alas] thou haſt miſtook; for hows. 
85 After ſo long a time, canſt thou retain 
The idea of : a ring? can't we ſuppoſe 
Two getns to have a likeneſs F each other? 
Mer. What likeneſs ?. what miſtake ? five years intire 
This gem I carried on my finger: this 
Was he firſt gift of my husband; and wouldſt thou 
That I ſhould have root it ? doſt thou think 
I am not ſenſible ? behold the fox, » 
The private ſignet of the king n 
Grav'd there by a great maſter. 
Zur. But perhaps 
TH old man might loſe it in ſo many years, | 
f Perhaps it might be Won. 
y Mer. Not ſo: Aba 
| Always has ſeen it carefully preſerv'd. 
Fran Oforce of deſtin 
In. Her 1 heart fotetold 1. fs 
Eur. None can Have ſuch foreboding minds as mothers: 
Mer. What do I ſtay for? in this bitter life 
What now detains me ? for S many years 
nouriſhment, has been a ſingle hope; 1 
$4 . Which now is to the winds 3, nothing remains. 3 5 7 
* Never ſhall I behold my fon again. 7 
| e le e reign, iT 44 01 — 
| 'reigh in quiet ye . unju „ | 
1. 4 wy N E a FR. © 
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26 MER 0 . E 
The wicked, the perfidious, the traytor, 
Uſurper, who i in cruelty, in frauds, 
In all impiery, has far outgone, 
All that before had bore Pe name of 1 
Him you protect, on him how” rall your favours; 
Againſt the blood of the good king Cresfonte, 
Againſt his innocent children, you : are pleas d 
To level all your darts; and grieve perhaps 
Now all extinct, no mark remains to hit. 
Eur. This ſad, unthought-of, dreadful accident 
Has ſtruck me ſo, and ſo oppreſſes „„ 
That I myſelf am more in need of comfort, 
Than apt to comſort others. Vet, o queen 
Good wiſhes, and the grief extreme I feel, 
For all thy griefs, occaſion me to * 
This is the time to call into thy heart 
All the force of thy virtue. Hitherto 
As beyond human courſe, and far beyond. 
The cuſtom of thy ſex, thou haſt e 
In every other accident all others, 
So now in beating up againſt this ſtroke _ 5 
Shew thy ſelf equal; let the Gods ſee that. 
Obſcure, profound, and quite inſcrutable 
Are all thoſe ways, by which o er-ruling fate 
Guides us eternal counſels to fulfill. 
Thou know'ſt that Agameinnon, the great king, 
For whom all Greece was drawn out againſt Troy, 
Jo cruel death his daughter offer'd up, 
The Gods themſelves thou knowſt commanded it. 
Mer. The Gods, Euriſo, would not have commanged 
That ever to a mother: nor can men, 


24 


Or feel, or underſtand how we're a ect: “ 


Beſides, ſhe for the univerſal . 
Went to her death, like one led on in 77 gs 
My child was for&d to breathe his lateſt breath 
Under the murd*ring arm of a baſe robber. 
Impious and cr cruel chief, with. what fine worgs 1 
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IM E RO P E. 27 
What lies, he glaz'd and painted o'er the deed! ! 


Mh would not have lent faith? Euriſo hear me z : 
I will not drag my life on after this: 5 


Out of theſe troubles well Iknow the way; 
But firſt tis meet I ſatiate with revenge 


My greedy heart: I would within my power 


That wicked wretch, to gather from him firſt, 


If any part of this belongs to the tyrant 3 


Then will I with an ax open his breaſt 


And thence root out his heart, and with my teeth | 
Mangle and tear it all to pieces. Thou, 


O my moſt faithful friend, help me in this . 


And after that conform to the times. Thy faith 


There will be none to uſe, do thou at llt 


| Followthe fortunate, and embrace that lide 


For which the Gods have all declard themſelves. 


| Eur. My heart's ſo bar fa rouch'd, inſtead o A 1 


i wn . me FRY bitter ighs and tears. by Fo 
* f HS ; 8 Y | 
| "Bud of the Second n. F % 
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' Polifonte and Avaſt, 0 


Fl. N lock great haſte I've ſent for thee, Adraſtus | 
Impatient to unburthen in thy boſom 1 
News high and happy. Know Cresfonteꝰ s dead; 
The man flain at the bridge was he: eee | | 
2h x Now ow of Meſſenia I may call the king, . uk 5 
ow ſay at laſt that J begin to reign : = = 
Ar. Who can have ſuch great news ? I've = ſeen 5 
Men lightly credit what they moſt deſire. 
Pol. As much as he to penetrate can compaſs, 
A flave of Merope's, to me reveals, 
Even now he flew to tell me, how ſhe rages 
As for no other cauſe, the ſecret now | 
Such length of time 0 cautiouſly conceal'd, 
' Proclaims diſtractedly: and racks herſelf 
That with ſuch labour, and ſo many wiles, 
Nothing could be acquir'd but greater forrow. 
Adr. To her doſt thou lend faith? and why muſt ſhe, 
Falſe for near twenty years, now Tpeak | the truth 7 
Fol. With reaſon thou ſuſpecteſt: but I give credit. 
Not to her words, to nothing but her grief. 
The ſervant ſaw her tear her looſen'd hair, 
Her boſom full of tears, of death her face. 
Raging he ſaw her Th and ſnatch a dagger, 
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moni but _ forte oftien:antadants> 55 f 
From opening in her bręaſt anfample wound. 


Are render d by deſpair more meek towards — 5 


One while ſhe : gnaſhes with her teeth, then ſhnicks, 
Then groaning goes from one room to another; 
Crying Cresfonte, O my ſon Cresfonte: 24 | 
- Jn as bird returning to its dug | 
And miſſing them, {ces but the btoken ned 5 | 
Loud ſcreaming round about it reſt leis flies, | 
Parts and returns and wearits with its ee. 2 \ 


Adr. But how of this is Merope appriz'd 2; |  - / 
Pol. So-much-theſryant could nat comprehend FRY 


But yet aſſerts no place is left for doubt. 


Agr: Then happy thou for whom all things cpntzod, 


la whoſe behalf even chance has arm' d itſelf. 

Noôt only ſnatch'd thy rival ſrom the wh re * 
But fortune alſo ſeems to habe taken bare, 1! 6's - 
Fo acquit freche Euilc. g % L. 25, 2 


Ban 1.6. Pu ve given order 5 

To ſet che mud rer. free, But yer reſtrain him 
From going forth the palace: now 'm think ing: 

It means may not be found:co ſet aſi e 
Theſe promis d, but to me drann 8 


The vulgar chey ha ve nothing on e 111 
Nor in Meſſene is here any left 
Who dare the deſp' rate attempt: to eig - 
No — — on the other 1 | 


Approaching near that fury more fear 
Much anjunarm'd domeſtick enemy :p ; 
Than armid and im the field a. e 


Well knowſt,-. offended; woman never ee 


Adr. Tis rather now ther time tacive with 2097 


The laſt impreſſion: 20: their/wavering minds, 
Wha now, by reaſon of Cresfonte?s.death; + 


. Thou oughtſt ta he 22 „that this 1 
is ſhew of mertyz; will acquire more p 

Than will an hundred dark miſdeeds of blame. 

14 3 + os : That 


* 2 


I E ROPE. 


2 
That deus of hau ughty Merope do thou 
As beſt may 3 to thee. What then ſhe Ses 
About thy cruelty, will with the people” © 
L oſe of its credit, and be deemy'd detraction-. 1 7 
Nor leſs is proper, that wiłhout delay . E 
Large funeral pomp on high be lifted up, 
With mourningſhonours, and wick tears NT 
To weep thy foe, and celebrate his death. | 
As well to make a ſhew of change of — F 
As what may moſt avail thee to — 22 
Pal. Let all be done; and ſince Meſſene res 
To be deluded, let her be deluded. 5 
In time when they ſhall be 2 little lulPa, 4 
And their minds huſh'd,” help me o art to . h 
Don to the Stygian Lake, by oblique wa ys, 
Shall go the boldeſt, and the braveſt foul FTA 
. Tovices I will give the reins a looſe, ths 
Which take from vigorous thoughts, 50 ſtifle cou- 
Ny net clemency Plſhew with pomp of mercy 
That may ſhine on delinquents ; and invite 
TOs Ft: 2 70 Offences, whence good men ſhall ſtand. 
'_ : Expogd;''and' wicked men find their sen 
5 In Il impunity; and hence themſelves 
In cruel civil ſtrife themſelves deſtroying, * 
Let them conſume their popular rage and fa 
Thou of decrees ſhalt often hear the ſound, 
And laws redoubled, that to ſovereign power 
Shall be a gain to keep; or to tranſgreſs: 
Hear every hour of threaten'd wats Sabroa 5 Se 
Whence I ſhall go o'er the afflicted commons 
Always increaſing weights, and foreign force.” 
Will introduce. What more? now m a 
_ Where nothing hinders me to be but time. 19 
Time of itſelf eſtabliſhes dominion !“ 15 = = 
Ar. None can deny, but thou wert born ro reign, 
" Exeellipg 1 in _— Opps as in eee 5 
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By Great king, defender of the miſerable, 


And who with clemency ſetſt off the laws, 
For ever may good heav'n ſhow'r down upon thee 
Gladneſs and peace, and grant thee all thy wiſhes. 
Pol. Thy crime (if we may juſtly call a crime 
The purging of the earth Hom wicked men) 2p 
As itdiſcovers in thee ſo much yalour, _ : 
Has found the way to acquire ſomegrace before me. 
Eg. Whatever was the ſtrength, in that nner 
Iusꝰd to my defence, while I have breath, 
In thine I ever ſhall be prompr to veel 
05 How art thou call de? 
Egiſtus is my name. 
70 Of him who fell ſuppreſs'd beneath thy blows, 
I would, thou give a more diſt inct account. 
Eg. Already have I faid all chat! know, 
To that J could add nothing. 
Pol. - TW there arb 
Thoſe to be found with better — 
The fact thou ſeeſt approv d by me and prais'd ; 
And thou young man haſt nothing more to fear 3 * 
Diſcover every thing thou freely mayſt. = 
And what I ask of thee, imports me much. 
For the ſlain body, which perhaps Cer this 
Some may have taken up out of the ſtream, 
Pve ſent to make ſtrict ſearch : do thou mean time 
Tell me what words he ſpoke, what he had me 


him, 
What thou tookſt GR him, kd) with ie” re- 
Aar. I ſee Iſmena, ſir, a certain fign- - (main'd. 


That Merope is near: ſhun an encounter 
So harſh and grating, better to avoid 
0 beſt im FEI onſets of her _ 


Leave 


EY ER OHR 


Leave nk pleafure to diſcourſe the homicide 3 3 
| Whence ſhe diſcevering thee clear of his blood, 
New motives may not e in her heart 


To abhor OF nuptials. | 
Pat ©: 7 Thou thinkſt well Adraſtus, 5 
Nor r hall. we want a time to make this ſearch. 
A ee pou hor 4; fa 5 9924 00 war 11 * 5, : 
| 23S 0E N E IH. I 
2 eee 
I He's here alone; D 01 25 N 
r Wicked and horrid monſter! 2 


Now all Kare hicher,” bid him ne f 
Nor let delay a moment intervene. * 
Eg. kneels.] O royal lady, virtues great . . 
And honours, give me leave to breathe” my heart 

In humble kiſſes on thy garment's edge. 

That mercy which from priſon ſet me free, 

And in the gloomy ſhades of tnortal e 
Shone in my favour, I am fully certain, 
From thee took motion, and from thee ee nb 
O may the eternal Gods for ever ſnowir . 
Into thy boſom all their choiceſt gifts; 3 
And if thou ever meet with adverſe fate 
Extend their hand to thee, as thou to oder. 905 
Iwanting power for more, within my heart 

A temple will erect to thee, in Which, 7 5 
As long as ſpirit ſhall uphold bird. 

In any foreign land my fate may lead me, 
"Honour ſhall be done thy memory and — 
Troubled thou hearſt, and in thyſelf collected, 

If I may ſay thou hearſt: nor doſt thou deigh , 
To give a look: perhaps the royal breaſt 
High thoughts incumber, and [:ſpeale aneh, 
Ah! pardon my offence, and ſuffer vert 
That I pray to thee to compleat ws work, FAY: 


Le > 
4 


Xu and long for liberty intirey 708 199% 2 


* 


| F 
I hine only is the pow'r to let me fee | 
Again my country and lov'd houſhold Gods, 
And I in thee alone fix all my hope. 
SCENE IN. 
Merope, Euriſo, Iſmena, Egiſtus. 
Eur. At thy commands behold me. 
0, oo Quick fecure him; 
Eur. *Tis done ; ifhe flies now he takes this arm. 
Eg. How ! wherefore ſhould I ever want to fly ? 
Enough, o queen, is not one look from thee ? 
Unfold, command thy will, what can Ido? 
Wilt thou I fix me here? here I am fix'd. 
Wilt thou I bend my knees? behold I bend. 
= Or offer to thy hand my boſom bare? 
" | Beholdir. ZE IN pg 
Z Im. Under fuch an humble look : 
Who would believe was hid fuch wickedneſs ? 
Mer. Get the cords ready now, and bind him faſt, 
To one of theſe marble pillars, bind him fo,” 
That he may writhe, and toſs about in vain. 
% extravagance |. .. © 
3 Come, let's diſpatch, 
Thou at thy peril, ſee that thou make not |} 
Nor of reſiſtance, nor of force, the ſnado o. 
Eg. Imagin'ſt thou thy ſtrength confines me here? 
Art thou a man to daunt me, or to drag 
Me in ſuch a manner? no, not three thy equals 
If they ſurrounded me; the bears in the foreſt 
I have not dreaded to encounter ſing le. 
Eur. So that bind thee here, babble at pleaſure. 
I Eg. Behold, who binds me: and of all my ſtrength _ | 
Deprives me with her look: her royal will 93 
I fear, and revere : ſep'rate from that, | | | 


| 
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34 E R O P E. 


I ſhould ere this have girt thee in theſe arme 
And lifting thee on high, cruſh'd thee on earth: 
Mer. Wilt thou not yer, raſh fool, be broyght to 

Or doſt thou ſeek to haſten on thy fate? lever; 
Eg. O queen, to thee I yield, thee I obey, 

And fit me of myſelf, to meet thy pleafure. 

But a few moments ſince, and I was freed 

By thee from ſhackles; now I render back 

The gift; come thou thyſelf, and at thy pleaſure 

_ Gird, gird me hard: theſe miſerable limbs 

By thee were ſet at large, do thou then bind them. 
Jim. 1 don't believe that he can ſtir himſelf, CY 
Mer, Go now and fetch a paar. 
£g. A ſpear! o fate! 

To day what ſport of me mak'ſt thou ? which way 

Have T committed fome new crime? if not, 

Say, to what end am I ſeiz'd here, and bound? 
Mer. Traytor, keep thy eyes fd low on the earth. 
Im. Behold the ſteel.” ITO 
e OE take it, Aa 0 queen, 

Preſent i itto his throat it thou command. 1 
Aer. To me that ſpear. wag wh 8 
Eg. Thus is it meet I die "the 

Like ſome fierce ſavage, tangled in a ſnare? _ 

And not at leaſt be made to know the cauſe ? 

Mer. Treacherous monſter ! thou not know the cauſe ? 

Fear me, death of thy ills ſhall be the leaſt; 

I'll ſtab and lacerate thee here by piecemeal, | 

If in a moment thou diſcover not, : 

All that thou knowſt, or if thou dare to le. 

Speak, how did Polifonte find Wiege out , 


How knewlt him thou? 
Eg. Thy words what can 9955 mean ? 
Mer. Piſtemble not, baſe thief, *ris all in vain. 
Eg. Thy mind great queen, is is following ſome miſtake; 
Anger 1 beg thee moderate: the queſtion 
Which thou haſt alk'd cannot underſtand, 


HET. 
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M E R O P E. : »5 


Mer. Impious aſſaſſin, I begin thy torture 
With tearing out thy eyes; doſt thou not Ac ?. 


Ze. O ye juſt Gods! how can I ever 0 5 


Anſwer, to what cannot underſtand ? 


Mer. What cannot underſtand? Then Palifonte 7 


Him doſt thou N . 

Eg. I knew him but this day 5 
This day FR twice to him: if Lever ſaw; 
Or knew more of him, may all- -powerful IN a 
Deny his aid to ſave me from thy hands. 

Im, What have aſſaſſins alſo got their 1 rk 


Eur. But then that 1 Innocent blood „ what to ſhed that : 


Indue d 18 es . + 
Eg. Thou perhaps of him! kilbd 


Speaklt now? what Wee thou ſhould fn x; 


me to it? n 6 
Mͤy own defence, the „ love — n 85 
Chance, deſtiny, all theſe were what induc 
Mer. Ought thus Cresfonte periſh ? cruel io 
Eg. How can it be, chat a vile robber's death T 
So e Import ? . 
Mer. 2 - Extremicy 42 Fin 15 
Thou vile, that Ke HR, thou, thou wicked wer. 
Eg. Eternal powers, always rever'd by me, 
Succour me now: with eyes of tender were 
Look down upon my innocence. FEE n 
Mer. Now tell me: UE + HY 
Before that poor unfortunate enpit'dd 
What did he ſay ? made he no prayer, ter lier 
What name cee Ref 2 call 'd. he not on 
Merope? 
Eg. No he ſaid nothing. But the act: Juſt n now 
Inquit'd about him, what is here conceabd? 8 
Eur. Lady, thou loſeſt time, and thy revenge 7 
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Mer. Die then barbarian, 8 | t 
& thou, odear mor, * 


E Behold me at this Point! Et: 
WW Mer. | Haſt thou a mother? 23 
1 Eg. What ſorrow will thing e! 4 
[i Mer. Barbarous monſter 3) / 1 
| I was a mother too, and thou alone 43 


Art cauſe I now am ſo no more: tis this. 
Is what deſtroys thee: thou ſhalt die fell robber. 
Eg. Fatal Meſſenia ! my poor father told me, n 0 
Never to ſet my foot within . * l 


* 
| Mer. Why never in Meſſenia? i $90 5 
Wl 0 0 5 \Toold me men's words . 
4 e ou t 3H give 
i | 5 Thy father's ame? Ne 
J 4 Tell i i me, = ſpeak poi; happy 1 
if 2. he un pi ak 
ll. Calls himſelf Polidore. 
| Mer. 4 py How! 1 Polidore 4 0 
1 From lad to face I feela chill, Euriſo, 4 
That runs thro? me like ice, and quite benumbs me. 
Tell me young: man oor wo . 
In.  Beholdche guards. 
Behold the eyrant. U e.2al; 18 
Mer. 1 ye adverſe ſtars 1 
Euriſo fly, fly thou Iſmena too: 
855 or mel nothing care. 5 | 
1 8 C 2 N E 5 b 90 5 
it} 5 Polfonts Merope and Egiſtus, 
OR. - Hlelp me, o 1 | 
Wl  Beholdhow hos hed 1 in thy court, 8 
= Whom thou abſolv'ſt: faſt, and with hard ftrain'd 
it Thus bound, have they prepar'd to murder me 
=: C or that which now is nd no more a e 


MEROPE 3 


Since thou apprev'ſt, who reignſt, and grace, and 

It fand des d before thee. | (p * 
Mer. Does he praiſe 5 

Does he approve it ? he who ſeem'd at fun 

So much enrag' d 5 per I was deceiv'd. yy 
Pol. Unbind him. * 
Eg. 5 o juſt king, my Jife for cher 

Hourly to ſpend were ſweet. So great a oy 

No day of my paſt life before encounter'd. 

But if thou wouldſt that I indeed ſhould live,” 

O fave me from her fury, let Pp robe 

Shield me ns 1 S 


Pol. : Go hence, ond nothing fag 


Fiews bor dench. 8 them who do thee wrong. 
Rewards attend, not puniſhment, A-deed 
Thouſt done, that lifts thee up among the heroes, 
And this miſdeed of thine, has gone: hand e 


The famous enterprizes of all others. | 
Mer. What doubt remains? - wretch chat 1 am, ad 

J let myſelf be amus d about a — * | 

As if there was no other Polidore. 12 $40 x 


Eg. Now I of adverſe fate may thank the Rrokes, 
Since I by them alone ſecure my breaſt | 
ARS 1075 THE breaſt Plate of the _ GRE 
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' Polifonte and. . 


Pal. Too much preſumption Merope is this: 
Then if the news had not flown ſwiftly to me, 
| Had he been ſeen mangled, and ſlain on — | 
Whom 1 had 3 fafe ? or in this kingdom 5x, ; | 
Ought any hand preſume to put in bonds 
W ma mine had fetat large? that name of ſpouſe 
Which I have given thee, makes thee arrogate 
Too much, and arm in too much wrong ee me 
So very oon, my own 3 to Ms offence. * gr 


o 
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Mer. To thee, who reignſt, and to qvengitg jultice 
Who always oughtſt to lend a powerful arm 
It ſhould not be diſpleaſing, that a villain 
Fell under puniſhment and arm'd revenge. 


Pol. How wa vering thou art! art thou not ne * 


Who but a little ſince would have him ſav'd? 
Now in a moment, art thou ſo much changed ? 2 
Is it thy pleaſure, but to claſh with mine? 
If thou ſeeſt me condemn him, 2 3 
If thou ſeeſt me abſolve him, thou «war ard 
Mer. I knew not then, how full of guilt he was. 
Pol. Nor I till now, how full of innocence; | © 
Mer. His life thou gav'ſt me as a grant before 5 | 
Now grant * wann comte. 
Pol. Sens "would be a fn 
To make a meroy pull. obtain'd by Merope. 
But why doſt thou afflict thyſelf? what part 
Haſt thou to take? who could expect pcs ot 
Deſires fo earneſt to revenge that blood oh 
Blood of Cresfonte, certain it was not, 
He died a little infant in thy arms, 
He could not bear the hardſhip of che fight, £ 
Mer. Ah ! wicked monſter, do deride meſtill; 
Leave off to feign, at laſt thyſelf diſcover 2 | 
Perhaps thou hop'ſt the pleaſure to behold me 
Die here with grief, but that theu'ſhalt not an + 
Grief is ſubdu'd by rage. Yes, I will live 
And live to be reveng d ; now I to fear 
Have nothing left: when \running:thro? lte dect 
Rending my veſt, and hair, and with my cries 
And loud complaints, Pll find t'inflame the people 
Stir. them all up to arms. Who will there be 
That will not follow me ? to thy curſt dwelling 
With num'rous torches thou ſhalt ſee me come 
Which Iwill burn; tear down the walls, the roofs, 
I'll ſtab thy deareſt friends, and in thy blood 
Satiate my fury: © n what . 


= ick 


CCT 
With how much chearfulneſs ſhall I behold thee 


Mangled to pieces} ſcatter'd l O what ſay 1! 


What think ſhall I be then cotent ? then chearful? 
Miſerable l not this will call my ſon from death. 
For that there's nothing ſnould be left undone. 
What then avails ? o me {whoever a 
Such agonies? I ſaw my beſt- lov'd lord, 
Both my dear little children drag*d away 
And bloodily deſtroy d. But one was left me, 
I to ſave him divorce'd him from my breaſt, 
And ſent him far away, alas without 
Pleaſure of ſeeing his increaſing growth 
And little infant play. I liv'd in tears 
Shed hourly, always having in my view © 
The countenance, the beauty that he had 


When l committed him to Polidore : 


How many weeping nights! what bitter geht! 
What wiſhes ! when at length arrib'd to manhgod, 
And juſt about to ſet him on the throne, 
Hourly preparing to inſtruct him well, 
In rules by which his father us'd to teien. 990155 
Nay in my heart had I provided for him 
Even a bride : when ſee a ſudden e 
Of bloody and inexorable death . 
Robs me for ever of him; and Genter me 
So much as once to ſee him, and i ee Lock 
Having his aſhes: but all lacerated;* = -/ 
Kill'd, and unburied, and to fiſh a prey 
And like ſome lab'cing hind, drove by he's toirent, 
P. aſide] Nor harp,nor lute, were ever yet ſo grateſul; 
As now the tune + ſound of: theſe laments, ba 
_ Undoubted proofs my rival foes extinct. 
Mer. Why did ye, o ye Gods preſerve him chef's ? 
Or why till now preſerve him? ah alas'! A 
Was it alone to feed my flatter'd hopes? 
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Why in * fatal * did he not 3 


But you are bent on cruelty : but now 
Over the traytor ſtood I with a ſpear 


Thou who haſt took all from me, doſt thou leave 
Life? why if thou delight ſo much in blood, 
Is mine refus*d ? ſhall we then for my torture 
See thee at laſt become compaſſionate ? 
To my poor fon thou wert not ſo. O ſtars! 
In mountains, among ſhepherds to abide 


had been over-paid, had he but lid. 
| Pol. Feminine ſorrow never knows a bound ; 
Mer: Forgetfulneſs eternal, thither I 


But grant me Jove one prayer: let me not go 


. e and . e e 


That of our ruin, then when grief of his 
Had been confus'd with many other deaths? 


And you confus'd my ſenſes, made it ſo 
That I was like a child : I am denied 

The miſerable pleaſure of revenge. 

O heav*ns ! what have J ever done? but Hou, 


4 
[ 


If thou waſt jealous of the throne, in woods 
Obſcure his days, what hinder'd thee to ſend him? 


To me what was his reigning ? cruel tyrant, 
Take thee thy kingdom, give me back my child. 


Ceaſe Merope : ſince our approaching nuptials 
Shall well repair thy loſs ; and in ſhort time 
Thy ills ſhall cover with forgetfulneſs. a © 
Myſelf know well to carry all my ills; 


Down to the gloomy realms of A a ſhade 
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Auras and nens. 


Thar if ſhe change not thought againſt Os 
*  morrow,.. = <* 
And ſhew herſelf in 1 to * 
The royal will, all thoſe to her moſt dear, 
All her moſt ancient friends well known to no 
Before her ſhall” with violence be dra gd, 
And in her ſight ſhall one by one be Allo : 
This from the king | have in charge to the, 
And futther, that thou bear the N to be. A 
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Silence is in her Wer, a e 


* > tor the work let them hol | 
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In She knows no worlt beyond the cruel king. | 
Adr. Cruel is he, who offers joy and honour ? 
Im. A bitter joy to her whole heart refuſes. 
Adr: And why refuſe, what all beſides deſire? 
In. But ſhe Gedlres the rack, and death before it. 
Adr. Les, granting death were nothing but a name. 
Iſm. Her matchleſs virtue js unknown to thee. . 
Adr. In virtues then if ſhe abound fo much 
Let her ſhew one at leaſt to ſuit the times. 
Except this waſting night ſhe has no more 
To make her feady in: thou if thou lov'ſt her, 
Shew it, diſpoſe her, to embrace her good. ( 
T He Pier: 5 127555 who don t. e che is wings. 
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En afterwards Erik, 15 (ot 1 
tm. An Where will ever end the bitter e + 
Which fortune makes of this unhappy en BY 
For me methinks I fee, we juſt are come 
To the point, where the againſt herſelf, her thieats 
Will-execute, and quickly with her blood” - 
Call funeral ſorrows, from our N and gr, 
Fave wer to be wept Jo! 
| Eg. 0 beaiteous and; z 
1 I beg — by that heav'n which ſmiles upon thee 15 
5 Tell me, does ſtill the heart of Merope 
Lodge ſuch a rage ſo fiercely bent againſt me * 
Rage finds long deer off oft in royal hearts, fl 8 : 
And F ſo dread it, every paſſing moment 
Methinks I ſee her coming with that ſpear 
Eifted againſt my ſide, this hour of night 
lo which I want repoſe, I ſcarcely dare 
Venture to take i + SAM 
Put away that Fir; 
Ven fear, and too much wrong to him ho gn 
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And ftands in Fo defence.” ee, FE 
Eg. That gives me heart,” 
But for my further peace, o courteous maid, 
Obcain by intreaty from her, that my crime, 
(What crime that is I know'not) may be * 


In. Of that there is no need, becauſe her an * 


Kindled aga inſt thee | in her heart, 18 vani 
Already of itſelf. 3 5 

Eg. The Gods be thank'd. | 3 
But of ſuch lockt ſuch unbridled F 
What could be' cauſe? I from her Faden wan, 
Could not arrive to gather her ſuſpicion 
Clouded in ſome great error, ſhe in vain 


Laments and mourns for a vile cruel thief. oy 
Jm. All to diſcover to thee I refuſe no: 
But it is meet that thou detain thee. here N 


A little ſpace : elſewhere my duty calls me. 
Eg. As long as it may pleaſe thee I attend. 
In. Bur | go not hence, make me not aſter au” 
Return 1 in vain. FA 
Eg. He I give my faith in pledge,” 
Where can L go waſting the night ? where find 
To give by ſleep to my O erwearied limbs, 
And my afflicted thoughts a ſhort refreſhment . 
This porch appears the moſt convenient place 
Where, as I may, III take a little reſt; 
From the moofi's cold and * rays ins 
8 leaſt mall be defended.! 
pris, 1.146 10956 'Tirbor torhee, 
"Vita lac time x Lene) return. Rs ob Ia. 
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In ſolitude, the pure and open heav'n 


MEROPE 
IE 6 ag nie Sn DAN > 


Habs of . of 0 full. 1 2 


h cares, and troubles cep t 8 about; i 


0 paſtoral receſs ! paternal cottage! N 46 


Where? where art thou? How weet is. ir to live 
In peace enjoying, and earth's native riches ! 5 05 
Slumbers how ſweet lull'd by the whiſp'ring 150 2 
hat pleaſure to ariſe with'the glad morn, 
And all the day purſue the cheartul hunt, 5 
At evening ſun returniog from the chace, 
Meeting glad parents, then to ſhey the prey 
| Recount each accident, and every ſtroke 5 


There no diſdain, no envy, nor no fear 78% 
e the torment of a mind perplex d, 70 5 


o thirſt of ruling power, of 2 5 none. 
Ill, very ill, did Tadviſe myſelf,” FT 4; 
To leave ſuch bleſſings to become 4 wanderer: 1 8 
O paſtoral rece paternal cottage | - TOs 
Where?” where art thou? But in "his. bike day 


Of body ſuch fat Wes of heart ſuch trouble, „ 
Have 15 ehcomiter'd, that Im over We rye 
And Harras out with too much Weines. 
And opp ttune theſe ſeats tho of cold e 135 
7 8 r to me would be my home] bed!” 1 
4 Ta y $2. TY: Wer be 
hat flec e 20 7 1 Regs Z 
$I © 1 Go 1 2 5 * % 1 a n 72 ' TT , 


: * 8 R 0 Fg E ken #5. EG | 
* . Ie _,, : [ 
x : 1 : f 4 


SCENE W. 
| be * 


© Bui and Polidore. 


Eur. Behold, ET pads in the royal palace 1 
What was by thee requeſted: thro? thoſe goofy L 
Is paſſage to th apartment, here the king | 
_ Moſtly abides; and further to adyance- ' + | 


To thee is not permitted: from thy eyes 9 | 
þ Why do [I ſee tears falling down thy cheek 2. 
; Pol. O 2494 didſt thou but know, what bweet te-. 
n | membrance | 


Awakens in my breaſt ! one white FF ogg ES: re 
I faw this court; and know this place again: 
In that time too, thus was the uſual cuſtom 
'T*illuminate the night, But I, young man, 
Was not what now thou ſceſt me: ruddy = 
And vigour, in rqugh wreſtling,” or in . 
That to the ſwifteſt, or the moſt robuſt, 7 
Refus'd to yeild : but time keeps. paſſing on 1 
And not returns. Now for th guiding n eee 


5 Hither thus courteouſly,, *. 08:4 ae . ti 275 al 
| Render thee thanks. 5 
Zur. | 2. 9 1 much mote willingly. 


Should have conducted thee to my own houſe, 
That there thy limbs by age, more than by _ 
Worn and a licked, might be comfortet. 
Pol. Here may it pleaſe ther leaye me. Mayn et 
The name of him who ſhews me ſom neſs? 
Eur. Son of Nicandro; Tam calbd Euriſo. ES 
Pol. Nicandro, he who delt u n the 115 2 
So dar the gan San 
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46 
Pa. How much ir grieves me! he yas FINS Ro 


That excommtred with this courteous.m; 3 
Was N e NT, who has.r not A 'Y 


1 E R O 


— 


He was humane; and all when he „ 
Did him due honour. a him 

As long as ſince he kept his marriage feaſt 

With joyful pomp and Silvia was his bride, 145 
The daughter of Olym mpia, and of Glicon; 
And Glicon he was brother to Hipparchus. of eh 
Then thov'rt that little boy, that to the court 2 


Silvia was us'd to lead in pride to ſhew thee, 


To me it ſeems but th other day. How faſt | 
by 55 youths, ye hurry on to men, and ſem 


* 


ho? filent, to call out to us, give place 


Eur. The. knowledge, friend, thou frem'ſt to haxe 


n 
Wakes greater will to make me grateful to thee, 
I beg thee then, of every thing of mine, | 
Make thyſelf maſter, for, and at thy pleaſure. 


Pol. All I deſire at preſent, good Euriſo, 


Is that thou leave me here wg and ſpeak, . 


phe, deck ſort about me, ND 1 1 

"Ts this to pleaſe thee is the tak. e Eri 
eg E N : Ty 
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dore and Fei, who h.. 
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From be it Was, 1 2 found wy may. | 


| *Twasa good thoug ht to enter thus by night. 


5 In the leaſt noble part, of the palace known, 
To but a few, and wholly goes gr. 


1 may with caution in the roya lodgings 
Tate 
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Enter, when time may ſerve, with privacy: 

In the mean time here PlI fir down, and reit. 

| ſkke one of the ſervants there” aſleep. 4 
That habit wakes ſtrange motions in my hea f. 
Deſire has enter'd me to ſee his face, 5 
Which now he covers with his arm: But huſk 

I think T hear the tread of feet; this doot 

on or too, tis proper 1 obſcond, . 


EASE E N E 14 Sg - 


I nena, aura. Nene with an As; Eile, 

be Aekping- „ 

Ifm. Now if; it pleaſe the queen ſtay here. In rruch 
No more I fee him. Tas a, hope too N50 
That he ſhould put in me a confidence; 
My flatt'ring my ſelf, perhaps more vain, 
His being {6 ſimple as to enter there. - 
Where no to ſeek him I know not. Hut g peace, 

In ſleep profound behold where he lies buried. 
Come forth, 0 e at Ser come forth 3 he {TIES 


aq 4 Fg 
11k 5 


. 3 Al 4 ek 
Mer. Atlb whereabouts? g | 
1 Bebold him Et = 

See, if in better guile, more to thy wiſh 1 

Fortune could have preſented him. 3 a 
Mer. Tie the 5 


Now the juſt g00= have drawn him to the 1 1 


Dear, and unhappy ſhade, and till this mom ; 
Shade unreveng d of my fla fon,” accept 
This facrifice, aceept this blood, which go 
T: *ppcaſe wy ghoſt now ſhed'v uy n The e I : 
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: Ng W Cl EE them Polidore. 


> ſtay. o queen, oh me, I bid thee. ſtay, 
ws, Oey who art! TOs <1 
O Gods, 0 \Gach aſſiſt — 
Remains this fury ſtill? MET tas [Runs of. 
Mer. Yes, yes, eſcape. 
Pol. Stay on alas! and be at Peace. 3 . 
Mer. O Eſcape, 
Still 8 e one tener kagge but from theſe pay 
Thou ſhalt not always fly, not if I thought 
To ſlay thee in the arms of Z 5:09 GG 
Pol. O Gods, Tg not hear me; 
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Mer. | 50 chou, Wall, 
Shalt pay and yet thy hoary age prevents 
From illi thee, What daring, what diſtration— 

Pal. Doſt thou know Polidore no en 2 | 

Mer. What 2 


Pal. Yes, alin” thy ſelf; "behold. thy ancient feryans 
Myſelf am he; ad he whom thou wouldſt kill, 
He is Cresfonte, is ay ſon. 
Mer. What! lives he? 
Pd. Lives e! ' didſt thou not ſee him? he no . 
Would have been living, had not I been here. 
Mer. Oh . 5 
A Suſtain her virgin. Joy extreme, - | 1 
And ſack an unexpected change at heart a 
Have robb'd her 1 ſpirits: quickly. if thou haſt 
Ought of enliving quality, a apply it 
Now thou doſt well. O how I than the Gods, 
For bringing me in fuch a time of need, 
And cauſing me not to defer a moment 
My ent' ring in the palace: o what eruel, 
What — and unheard. of, ſpecacle, 


ue 


C ; 
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151 had not been here! + 15 
Iſs I'm fo confus'd © 2 19 
That what 1 do, Wen ſurprize and joy, | 
I fcarcely know. 2 my lov'd queen, return; — 
Take heart, now is the time to live. 


| Pol. = 6 : Already, * 


See, the begins % move ſhe revives... ;- 


5 Mer. Where, 0 where am-I? do! dream or rave. 5 
1m, Neither my queen. Behold before thy OAH 


Toe faithful Polidore, and he aſſures 95 
Thus of thy ſon, he does not only live, 5555 
But lives ſtrong, healthy, graceful, in thy preſence; | 


ld almoſt ſa id. 


Mer. | = And do you not deceive me! » 
Art thou indeed then Poldott7 6 q 
P M 57s : 18 on meß 5 


Review me, can ic be thdu Kdt me not, 
© Tho” bit by light of theſe uncertain torches "of 
- Hither I came to thee, becauſe Cresfonte 1 
I've ſopght in various pärts. and that togethet— 
Mer. Yes, thou indeed art he 31 Know thee now. - 


Tho' a; ter d much by. age. 0 0 
Pol. Tie ardons none. 


Mer, And doſt thou tell ne Seife) that youll 


Is my Cresfonte : art N91 not deceiy 1 


Pol Deceiv'd? and how? when ſtanding there d bin ; 
I theh& could platnly all his face diſcerts, 9 * 
And feed my eyes at full. Now What ec, 
Impulſe, hat geſtiny blinded thy mind? . 


Mer. G my deat ervant, pity made me cruel: 17 8 
I chought who is my fon had lin my on. 8 


v X . 
3 *\ + ©» 


And e bent the ring Which! had given to chers th 


Ottfers affirm'd va had fon . a 0 q 10 * 
Ng 25 5 „„ 1 


8 4 


Pol. 
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With order tho” to keep 1 it hid. 
Mer. O ſtars! 
Can ir be true then, that the ſo much ſigh'd- for 
The fo much long'd-for, and my dear Cresfonte 
At laſt is in Vleſſene ? and tar! 
Atn now the happieſt woman in the world ? 
Pol. Thou mak'ſt me alfo weep with tenderneſs. 
Of nature, and of blood, o ſaered „ 
How: ſtrong are you, and o our hearts how weak ! 


Mer. Oheav'n! and twice I grafp'd the ſteel, and 


Prepar'd the blow: o how I fee] within | (twice 
Twice, Polidore, I've run this riſque to day: 
Thought of it ſtrikes my uncollected ſenſe 
On every nerve, and my heart melts away 
Im. Such wond'rous accidents no man perhaps 
Ever ſaw feign'd 1 in ſcenary. | 
Mer. 1 ien 
He giv/n the merciful eternal ls Ti 
Who not conſented to ſuch cruelty, | 
Praiſe be to thee Cinthia Friformt, to thee 
Who all beholding from thy beauteous car 
Starter'ft a filver light. My fon where is he J 
This was the way he fled ; be where he will 
I ſhall know well to find bien s dear H{mena, _- 
1 ſhall, as I believe, die with the pleaſure _ 
When! embrace him, claſp him, 158 him. 


Ah! 
"Whither art nt aſtng? . 5 
Mer. 5 Mi doft thou detain me? 
Pol. uy LE : 
Mer. Ee me * 5 
ä Thou wee as elle 


Doſt thou not call to mind, that in the palace 
Of Polifonte now thou art ? ? his guards 


er e one of theſe Tee rhee in tenderneſs = (vants ? 2 


Der the young prince, are we not then all loſt 1 
© 


That thou N „that thou'rt amidſt his ſer-- * 


ME RON N 
He never was in greater riſque than now, 
Nor we in greater need to act with caution. _- 
'Tis proper firſt to rule our own affeftionsz 
Who knows not how to bridle thoſe deſires, : 
Which hourly ſhake like winds our yielding hearts, 
Nothing but ſorrow let him hope to meet 
Thro' all his life, So far from an embrace, 
Be greatly on thy guard to look upon him 
Oaly of that take care; leſt love maternal wo” 
Breaking all limits down betray the ſecret, 
And throw to earth the work of many years. 
How to contain himſelf that he may know. 
I ſhall diſcover to him, who he is 
Immediately, and to the full inſtruct him. 
With thy moſt faithful friends well hold a council, 
And with mature diſcretion to arrive 
To hit the mark aright, ſhall he our ſtul. 
Al is obtain d, where prudence is be guide. 
For want of that too often enterpriæes - 
Of weight, and carried on for many years 
With great fatigue and travel, we have ſeen 
Precipitate in the end; and thou'rt appria d 
That from the event, is judg'd the undertaking ; 
Tho? a great deal, and ſtill much more be done; 
Who not compleats the work, he has done nothing; 
Mer. My faithful ſervant, thou art now and ever 


* 
* 1 
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The fame wiſe Polidore. 13 ; 
Fc. ee 

All evils with it: the heart reſting tgen 

Calm, from the ruffling of the 4. 5 free, 

If then the eyes are dim, the mind is cler, 

If the feet ſtagger, yet the counſel's ſteady. 
Mer. But tell me, is Cresfonte ſtrang of body E 
Fol. As ſtrong as any man. 
Mer. And has he courage? + 
* III for the man wo ors al 911 proof. 
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' To wave] in t 75 woods, oP; enter 0 
1 ſivages o'rhe proudeſt, in an hundred. 8 5 
An hundred, and an hundred ſüch encounters 
[never ſaw a mark of fear upon him, 1 
Mr.” Perhaps he” 8 s headftrong then, and fierce... 
Pol. | No e 
Towards us, who he believ'd to be his Parents, 
Was never ſren milder. O how often 8 
Perceiving him ſo ready to obey, 
And humbfe to me, thinking ro myſelf, © 
He was my lord, and Youghtto, obey, 1 
Tears cam int my eyes ! and Ive been b 
To hurry me away, and ive in Private "i 
3 vent to my full heart, aud to my tears 
n'open' coufſe. N 
Mer. Me 0 me compleatly” bleſt! 
My heart Wants room to entertain my Joy... 
Of all thoufſt ſaid” * ve ſcen apparent ſigns ; "i 
WI ith ſuch an humble voice, e neck behaviour 
to m2 addreſſing, "nothing could be worfe; 
But when by others ſeiz'd on, hadſt thou len, 
He turn'U like a flerce lion; if indeed 
At ay command he yielded,” yet he yielded = 
Juſt as a taſtiff, over whom his 'maſter 
Stands threat'ning wirh a whip, who Mews his wth, 
And' yet refraihs; who in afierce humility 
- Submits, and ſnarls, at once "obeys, and grow.” 
O codfrevus deſtiny, ee. . Ty 
Have been allotted me 1 fully parden: 8 
Perhaps I cart. ſo eaſily forgive,” ” 0 
That now at pleaſute I may not embrace! . 
Hear, and behold' my child. Bur what wh COP 12 
bv Jever give? where can 1 Und. 
Reward to e ual th deſe A 3 
Hol. £ e © A Me, „ 
7 ag own ſervice Pays, I have. enough reward.” 
In ſceingthee content. W hat * * 


Et; CO 


* Ul 2 EY 


8 * 
9% * 
» ** a 


2 XLS 


MERGED. 1 


| covet e that 1 to me 

Would be moſt grateful none have pont to give. 
The heavy weight of years [ would have lighten d, 
Which lye upon my head, and crouch me own, 

And preſs me fo, to me it ſeems a mountain, 

1'd givg all the world's riches, Naw its N 


For youth. _ * ; 
Mes. 38 Tn a chief bleſſing, 5 
Pol. " Big this nec 


Who has i it, bolts i not, for while he has i it, 
He loſes it. 

Mer.  , Come now. ſince of repoſe, „ 
(For certain thou art tit d) thou ſtandſt in ne 

Pol. To met has happen'd as it does to ſportfmen, 

Who ſcarce ſuſtain themſelves ar cloſe of day: 2h K 
But if by chance, and where they leaſt expected, 
They ſtart freſh Banne, active and pro en the . 
They feel no pain for their Jong, fruic) search, 
* quite forget their wearineſs. ee > 17 
1 obey, thee, and follow : but i a at 
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DIL, "If x % 8 
Muſe nor remain e here. ors 4 
Mer.” 5 The Cres bat 
8 674 


1 hank not _ to grieve, not can 1 fears , Ru 
Since powerful Joye Wauld never have oats, im 
+ EH Amidit ſuch ſtrange, and in ſo many dangers, 
= But that he wills co have him in his keeping IT 
* In future time. 1 7 
ä Pol. Let us, however, letus 8 
Do what is found aur duty: ſince the future 85 
Thick darkneſs hides, impenetrable ni „ 
W 1811 it, and . command it. 
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:  Dgiſtus and Polidre. 0 


FCC 


ore, father, no more had 1 believ'd. 


\ 1 ore | 
"Rp I could have caus'd thee ſo Mucz | 


trouble, 
I hand haye died erer I had fet 1 my Hor . 
Prom home, I thought in few days to return; 
But accidents fo ſtrange as I have told the, 
as fo fevere withal, hive happen'd to me, 
fault has been enough. my pynifſhment.. 
Fi ho governs by his own conceit does thus. 7 
ww, From thy commands thou never more ſhalt fee . . 
e fwerve; 3 and ſeeing. now . kind ars A hay | p 
| ran 
Here I 180 found by thee, 1 bere make RR 
Quickly to uſe all means, L obtain a grant i il 
Hence to depart,. and back with thee . 5 
To native foil. 5 - | : 
Pol. © If natiyg ſoil chov, loyſt. > 
Thou muſt not hence park 
My: ancient woes 


Eg. 
Pol. . e a Ly Hh BY Thy mother” | 


Won have thee here. 15 n R ; 
Here? that perhaps ma . 
e 1 have my father near me. N ? Ee 
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Thy Wache near, and father too far of. 
Ex. What fayſt thou ? always in the jaws of death _ 
Here I ſhould be; Merope ſeeks my blood. 
Pol. Rather for thee would gladly ſpill ker own. 
Eg. If twice already ſhe has ſought to kill me! 
Pol. Hate it appear'd, but it was love extreme. 
Eg. The king came in, or I too well had ſeen it. 
Pol. He wants thee extinct, which yet thou doſt not 
Eg. If he defended me from others rage 
Pol. Love it appear d, but it was mortal hate. | 
Eg. Father, what ſpeakſt thou ? what intangled ſeale? 
Theſe new enigmas what are * F 
Pal. O ſon! 
My ſon no more I at length is come the time, 
The riddle muſt be ſolv d, the truth unvaild. 
Fate has conducted thee, where now thou cn. 
Be ignorant of thyſelf without great riſque 
No longer. For that reaſon at firſt dawn 


Of the morn I came to ſeek thee. *Tis my er | 


At laſt to open to thee, the high ſecret, _ 

Eg. My ſoul thou haſt ſuſpended ſo, my heart 
Bounds in my boſom. 

Pol. Know then thou art not 
What thou believ*ſt : know I am not thy father, 
Thy ſervant I, thou to no ſervant lon, 


But a king's un. TB. | 


Eg. Doſt thou make mockery of me? 
| Doſt thou jeſt with me father? and make ſpe port 
Pol. This is no matter, nor no time for Wen 
No I jeſt not: recolle& all thy ſpitits, FN oa 
And hear me ſpeak. Thy name is not rai, : 
Thy name's Cresfonte, Haſt thou never heard 
_ Cresfonte of this realm once king, Was father 
To threꝶ ſons | AS 


* ano and that i in infancy © by 
e were oy” 
Pal, a r Not all, | Lace thou "my thitd 
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Art of thoſe ſoss. 7 
Eg. 0 what doſt thou * . 
Pl Truth I relate ;-ifiou of that king, art ſon: 
Thy mother Merope ſhatch*d thee with art : 
From Polifonte' s cruel hands, and Save: £ 
To me her faithful ſervant to bring 1 ö 
Conceab d. and to e and tõ the kingdoni | 
_ Reſerve thee, a 
7 In altoniſment Fm foft;. 
And ſtand in doubt to credit thee, or not. 
Po. Thou ovghtlt to credit me, fot what I ul 
The fame I ſwear; that gem (a foyal jewel) | 
Merope gave to me, and now becauſe | 
T had been afferted to her, tho” in, wrong, 
Thou hadſt ſtol'n it from anotlier, ſhe defird | 
To hive thy life extinguiſh'd, and in thee, 
| Sought for thy mur@rer. | + 
* Now 1 undeiſtand: 
Then is it true great Jove ! that in a moment 
yſelf transform'd,. am I, no longer 1? 
But ſon to a king? then! is this kingdom in 
And Tam ney.” . 
PX ITis true the kingdoms thine, =” 
And thou art heir: büt o how long . 
Fg. The JEDI 
ks flows Within theſs veins, is then from Her- 
how I feel myſelf enlarge hadſt thou (cules, 
Diſcover'd that alone to me, my years | | 
Ignobly, in inglorious idleneſfs ; 
Flad not been plung'd. Perhaps by id i ine fame : 
My name would have ern z and the Meſſe- 
Seeing at laſt exploits ike Hercules,  _ (nians 
Might have accepted me, perhaps eder nor 
Have broke afl rider the Cart tyrant's yoke. 1 
Always P'ye plainly felt within my 1 
A certain ardòur, not well underſtood, _ | 
* hat furs: me forays tho! 1 * fot os b 
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Pol. «Twi proper to conceal for that ſole reaſon 

Thee from thyſelf ; thy valour had betray'c d thee, - 
And left expos d to Polifonte's power, Y 
As well as to his various wicked frauds. 5 
Eg. Then in this place my father's blood was G 5 
Here my two innocent brothers and that 12 
Still reigns he? with a ſceptre none . 
Goes be ſtill f on ? it ſhan't be long. 

From hence I fun but to procure a dagger: 
I'll tab it in his breaſt 127 to the hilt, 1 0 Wt "q 
Iwill, here, in the midft of all his 1 05 

So that may come to paſs let what will happens 
Hear 1 „ R 
0 . ; ron ns here. 
| What wouldf 0 0 | 
Pa White cole chov , THE | 


"Blindnes of you * 5 
O ehltber leads x thy ase r 4 4 
Eg. For what LANA thou N 1 e 


l.. Ix 1 
EZ.. "Tomathe 
I bear id.” | 255 = 
= = berg ie on ehen 5 | 
„„ 
1 As gn PE 4 
Pat. Alas! wy fot, for my ſon 


Always ſhall call thee, . ſee me on my knees: 
By this white hair, and by theſe ancient arm, 
ith which ſo often to my breaſt Pye aſe _ 

If love has any ſhare of 06 lenk, | 

Or if tears can intreat, reſtrain I beg 

This unſafe ardour : let compaſſion more 

Of mother; of the kingdom, and thyſelf. * 
Eg, Father, for fuch indeed thou waft me, 128 

Riſe, I intreat thee riſe, and be af peaces | One: 

My "oy is ever * to cher, Bas 
wy What 
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What heretofore I've been. But wouldft thou not, 
That now at laſt I arm me for revenge? 


Pol, 1 will; ; all which is done is to this end; 


But enterprizes great, and difficult. 

Not headlong meaſures, not unbridled rage Pp 
-. Guide to good ends; but knowledge, art, and 

To ſuffer, to diſſemble, to foreſee, (counſel ; 

Young men are at a loſs : but I ſhall ſhew _ 

Thy proper conduct; me thou mayſt believe, 

Since thy great father alſo he beliey'd me, 

And his wiſe counſellors ne er ſet at nougit 

My opinſon; yet what rudent men were they ? 

There are no more of t ole great minds. LOT 
4: And thou, 

Holt thou id that if this people . 

The loath'd uſurper bite the earth in death, 

And I diſcover'd me, in every heart | 

Mould not for me ancient allegiance war? a ; 
=”; Allegiance child? ah! theſe are times no more | 

For that, in mine it has been ſeen, but now . 

The world is too degenerate, and men 
Become too wicked : but [ call to 
And will to thee relate a circumſtange : 1 

There was 


r oe 
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"+ f Be ſilent. here comes forth ite tyrant. 5 : 


"Tm Let us avoid him, we may mg conceaP'd | 
Behind mo d „ in 


_ SCENE IL 


n Pal ente, Aura lun. ey 


. Full PI OE "* 
And time enough however doſt thou urge me. 
Adr. Let every thing's prepar d: and at the temple 
Already wait the bulls with gilded horns. 
And crown d with flowers: while Arabian ſmoke 
Of Sg odours, while the chearful ſound 1 65 


x 


TY i "j 


#0 


$85 


5 ſa 5 3 2 = F 
| | | ; * 13} C5 TI»; E. 5 ＋ 3 ; 
t, : MER OP. 59 


Of inſtruments harmonious fill the air: 
A multitude immenſe make up the crowd, 
Rejoicing a and applauding. 
Po - Now let Merope 
Be call d—Her to conduct I leave to thee. 
I go before, to ſhew me to the people, 
Deriding them becauſe they have no mind, 
And their deaf Gods, who never had nor "AR 
Nor ſenſe. What man, what God, out my „ 
Can wreſt the ſceptre now ? fince duſt and Gatos 
Are all * oer the kingdom could affume 
A right. My valour, and my craft, Adraſtus, 
They were my Gods. With them I overcame = 
And "quell 8 outrage of a private fate: 


* 


In arms, in blood, a midſt a thouſand dangers, | | 
Open'd at laſt a pallag ge to a throne: __ . "oj 
With theſe I fix my footing here for ever: 1 
Tho? earth, and even heav'n oppoſe in van. | 
Now 1 hear Merope : Of her take care, * 

And if ſhe ſtill withſtand, at laſt a dagger i 

Plunge in her breaſt; if ſhe refuſe my ruptials 

To Pluto let her go, and wed with him, . 


SCENE UI. 


a Alevpe, Inena, Aua. ; 
Mer. What puniſhment, Iſmena, 0 what torture! 
15 At laſt take heart. 

To me the Gods ne er gave 
One lucky chance without difaſters equal. . 
n. Command thyſelf, and wait for chearful das, * 

Mer. apart.) For thee Cresfonte, I muſt ſuffer all. 
lar. O queen ſee I attend: what now detains thee ?* 
. apart.) Of a bad lord, 4 fervant. vet, more | 


- 
* 


wicked. | 
Mar. To fiich a yh 40. in motirtiing b "4, 
Her. Utmoſt internal grief it witneſſes. „„ 


* a x 4 ER” Adr. 
/ ah ; 2 


yo O wicked, impious, and infernal thought! 


| Mer: apart to Inn.] This is s the only Thought, Al 


Mer. Or ay a un: 


r * ——— —— 
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Mer. But let us go: the Gods when my part comes 


Eg. Ine Cho ig forcl along there, is. m | echter 
Pal ainſul ſep and hard indeed is 


66 27 E R 0 P E. 
Adr. This nme to thy huſband gives offence, - / 


4 


Mer, What doſt thou 72 ? not yet is he my tuſband, 
Adr. Or elſe on all thy friends a fierce revenge. 


Jim. apart o Mer.) Yield, yield to deſtiny, and don't 
prevent 
Th' important blow ſo ready to be ſtrück. 


| that refrains 
Fr rom ſtabbing me this moment; this the hope, 
For which I tain would yield, and force myſelf - 
| Todo a violence to my heart; but oh! 3 
Ny ſoul, alas! flies from it, fills with ſcorn 
And becomes horror WL. 

Adr. If with freſh daughter 
Even now thou wouldſt not ſee the ground o'er- 
Cut off delay; for know my duty is, 5 
To the temple to conduct thee, now « bride. 


0 What if han — ue? 
Seems that 401 new! 2 do we not often ee 
A royal lady is but a ſtate victim? 


Perhaps may light freſn thoughts up in my heart. 
At laſt Iſmena let us hence. Ah me! 


„en 
Egiftu and Polidore.” 9 5 


5 by 


W Ic yes fierce tyrant forces her to take 5 
But W at elſe can be done * ? perhaps ſome 4 
Out ot this ill ma riſe 3 ſince oftentimes 


Sütfering, and to the times ourſelves; ; 
: EY des Poilon to eee 
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MER OP K 


Fg. To ſee the ſolemn powp.. Ito thocemple - 
Shall take my way. 

Pol; * «yp Child £95. the ere 
Are {tir'd with curioſity 2 

But I cant follow 2 in ſuch @ thro 


I could not ſtand my ground: but if I was 5 . 
As I. was once, when for intire . „ 


Thy father I have followed in the 
With pleaſure I would bear thee company: 


If my defires puſn forward, yet my feet & 2 8 


Keep me behind. Do chou however go, 
And all the while take heed, be ſure take "REY, 
Thy mother's eye may never light upon thee. . 


Eg. 'Tis needleſs to take any OWEN of dl 1 | F 


SCENE v. 


Podere, afterwards Bui. 


Pol. Unfriendly ſtars indeed ſhone at the TE 
Of that unhappy lady. How he errs. 


Whoe'er he be who from the height of ſtate 7 5 x 


Mea ſures felicity ! How blind the 2 
That think proud palaces are full of jo 
Who lives among the great, full well 1 
That how much more ſublime the fortune is, 
So much the more Wen weigh, ſo much 
Are troubles ſharper, ſo much greater cares. 
Eur. My gueſt here ſtill ? | couch rejoice rex thee 
But 5 ew ſet thy foot within a court 
O'er-run with wickedneſs, a cruel foil. .. 
Pol. My 3 the whole world is fu} of grief — 
trou 
*Tis eaſy to ch e place, but not our fate. 
So has it pleas'd the Gods. Unhappy he 
Who pu — — (and who does not del 
; on opmmrt ntant. 
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This life is all deceit ; and we ow | 

Ea, R far good, but always fu * = 
ut why doſt thou who art a ſtranger . 

Not go to the temple to behold the pomp | 

Of _ rich ſacrifice P | 


Pol. O, Pm not curious 


Not i * the leaſt. With me the ſeaſon? 8 8 . 


Of ſacrifices I have ſeen enough. 


I can remember that too, when Cresfonte 
Began his reign: then was there pomp 8 


But now ſuch facrifices are no more, 
In latter times. More than an hundred beafts 


Were kill'd ; the prieſts all ſhone reflendedt,” 


And turn which way you would, nothing was ſeen, 


But gold and filver. But I think that thou 


Shouldft care to ſee the nuptials of thy king. =o 
Eur. Ah! didſt thou know, what was 10 be the end 


Of all thoſe preparations made for joy ! 
For me, I han't a heart to be in licht | 
Of any thing ſo diſmal and ſo horrid. 


Pa. What can there happen? 
Eur. i Of this royal houſe 
If thowrt informs! already, thou muſt know, 


To Merope how bitter, how diſaſtrous 
This Marriage needs muſt be. IOW underRand, 


A Reſolution ſhe has firmly fix d, 
Should ſne be drawn to ſuch an hard rtreme, 0 
In ſight of all the people, in the temptfe 
To ſtab herſelf to the heart. And thus ſhe chuſ 
| Herſelf to ſet at large; flatters her mind i 
At ſuch an horrid ſpectacle, the crowd. 


Inſenſible before, will then be ſtruck, 
That they will fly at once upon the eyrant, 15 


And tear him piecemeal. She's indeed a woman 5 


Too capable of this: and doubtleſs does i It. 
For me ſhe ſent about the break of day 
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5 not arriy'd in time: elſe certainly. 
She thought to have giv n me the ſt faremel ; 
Hard- fated, and ee en. 

My heart ; 


Pol. 

How thou haſt ſtruck i ir. 1 was here indeed | 75 

When ſhe departed, all her form was c 1. 

Already coverꝰd with a mortal paleneſs. 

Oh wretched. mournful end of ſuch a queen! 2 
Eur. But hark, the temple's near, doſt thou not hear 
An hideous, noiſe come from ĩt? 
Pol. 3 b a Lhear ſomething. 
Eur. The blow. 1s 9 for certain, if for that 

Riſes a tumult, I among the reſt 

wi ak 00 n part, ang Mare cheir b. 
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Pol. Unhappy me, ah! what has now avail'd... 
Such riſques, ſuch. labours! for without the queen. 
What more is Ns be! ous 2 
In. ERS - Merciful Gods bs 
This day wick. held not from us your bleſt aid. 
Pol. Child ſtay, and hear; ahl whither doſt thou go? 
In. Old man what doſt thou here? 5 . out 
| thou nothing? vid wat 1, 5 
A facrifice unheard of; human blood, 
A royal victim. l 5 5 | 
pal, Fate l at what a Point 
Thou brought me hither? -- +1! 
Im. : 23322 Say what is ic moves thee 
v, Daſt thou weep Polifonte ? „Hie 5 
A = DIGGRES FPolifonte "LA LE 
i Yes, Poliſonte lyes in his own SM 
or Bur wa __ __ him? 
mn, >} 1966 Hitt 1 'Tis hy fon hs ki rat: 
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| W beg 


Pol. What ih tem 5 N att” 
2 decd, from whence. his 


- With glory . — 3 half thro? je 6 a 
HE gone beyond the gay his firſt „ 
e — great anceſtoer 5 
moo ha aps The ſacrifice prepar' 4 FA 
— 70 fad fr from off the head, _— 1 
The prieſt had cut to caſt it in the Kok 
On one ſide ftodd the king, on other be. 
- Lake obe abet to die, went Merope, b 
All round about the large admirt ring crowd | 
Immoveable and fiſent. I being fais d 55 + * 5 
Some what above the floor, beheld Oreafonts" Fo: 
Break thro? the preſs, and with great _. 
Force himſelf forward, all his face inflam'd, 
And different quite from what he us d to be 
Ops: his Pee e boldly, near the altar, 
Flag der | — . 9 
Haughty and gloomy t while he 
2 his eyes abour aſkaunce,/ and fierce, 
Here all narration's loſt; 1 * 
The ſacred ax prepat d amon 3 veſſels, | 
And hotridlyextending it in airy 
© "Curing the wicked king/juſt be neck, 
Was one ſole moment; the ſame point of gn 
The ſteel I faw high ſhining/in the air, 
And the wretch fall at length flat on che eurth - 
The crimſon blood flew ſpurtling the white veſt 
Of the privity; and now a general cry was 2 
But he bis blows redoubled on the ; 
forte. 33 


| A 


be - Kdraftus; who'was near, attack*d 


But the fierce youth, like a wild — HEY 5 | 
Turr'd on him, and the ax into his breaſt 
Ree 


Struck futjoully: rag, CA hols 
—— ne a 4 2 
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Ofcting het boſom. Loud in broken accents, 

t She cried, I. is my ſon, it is Cresfonte, 

* This is OUT king: but the great throng and. vpitlt 
Suvprels'd all ſpeech : ſome wanting to be gone; 
Ochers to get more forward : Juſtling now, — 4 
And then again being jultled, multitudes 
Coafus'd, and maving like ripe corn to the wind; 
And knowing not for why 3 running, retiring „ 

Puüſhing, ititerrogating : cries, and terrour, © 5 jj 
Children and women ſmother'd in the crowd * 9 
f 9 what a dreadful ſcene ! in his own po-wer nk - - 
And looſe; the bull increas'd the horror, tals 
And lowing, till the r2mple eccho'd round. T 
From its high-arched roof. Whd ſtrives to g9, 
Urges, but i is kept back, and too much haſte, 
Retards him: while the guards who kept the e 
Scrove,tho* i in vain, to enter, to draw out f 

„Mean time 
A band of *ancietit friends were got about us? , 

- E186 bold Cresfonte's eyes ſparkled like flime. 3 
With a ma jeſtick and undalinted air, 
Surrounded by his party he ſet forward;'. ' 

To leave the temple.. I, who now was te © 
Remain'd at the dark avenue, which leads 


wa Sa, 


5 Jo the palace, there Iran, and looking back; 

2 Saw, horrid 1 ighit! digfigur d and convuls d. | 
2 - His head and thigh open; with wounds, where hy 
And drench'd' as in a fea of blood the 8 71 

7 Acdraſtus proſtrate on the earth half ling * 

5 pd wrirhing ſtill about. His dying eyes 

P Dim rolling as he gafp'd, areftill 6 - 

4 ' The altar overturn'd, and. on the ground 


: + ripods, knives fearrer'd, round, and broken ack 

"i But why go, ita) here? 'To3 arin the ſervant: 

x V. 0. 

5 Seen the & 7 and ſtand on our defence; 1 N 
| bs quick. 50 | Of part,. for We mall date 1 

\ 3 0 er bn FEM ſharp attack. 
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Pol. O Gods, without your high immortal aid, 
Such mighty facts as theſe we never ſce. 
Aſſiſt us from your heaven. Alas]! my limbs 
Why axe you not what you were wont to be? 
How ready and how fierce ſhould 1-— Bu ke. 

Mer. Yes, o Meſſenians yes, I ſwear it too, 
This is my fon, my third, which I conceai 9. 
Even till now kept hid ; this is the heir,. id 
The blood is this of your good king See 

f that Cresfonte, who you ſcarcely knew 
| Whether he was yaur father or your king, 
Of chat Cresfonte you ſo long have mourn'd : 
How juſt he was, call back ro your remembran "te 

Call back how very liberal, and meck. 

He that lies vonder welt'ring in his blood, 
Is that uſurper, thief, that wicked rebel, 
Tyrant, who treacherouſly pierc'd the boſpm 
Ot his legitimate king. and of his children, 
Defenceleſs as they were, and made their limbs 
Be ſcattet'd : he ir is wha every right. {vs 
Has violated 3, has contemn'd the aws. 
Yes, and the God, 3 Who never yet was ſited 

** Neither with old nor blood; 0 for diſtruſt _ 

 Tho' vain, has put to death ſo many wretches, - 
And ſtrew d their aſhes, and even your very walls 
Has raz d, deſtroy d and burnt. Say which of you 
From whom or father, brother, ſon, or Kinſman, 
Has he not taken? are ye yer in doubt? 
Are ye nat yet aſſur d this is my ſon? 
Look on bis face; do ye not there behold 
The father in his brow ? bur if his look 
Extort not your W ol 75 heart 3 ; 
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Believe this rage of love, that has 1 me, 


hat agitates m2 all, and warms me all: . 
Bchold th'old man (heaven brings him here be | 
The old man that brought 4 wa 1 pi 2 
Fe Les, myſel 


Mer. But what? what proof? what wich can can there 


needꝰ 
nis action proves . trans Th their temples 


Are not attack d and brought to earth by youths | | 


From other Joins deſcended, vr whoſe veins: | 
Have not the blood of Hercules. What e 
Can Sparta now, or Elis raiſe againſt you 

If ſuch an hero hut conduct your arms? 


Eur. O queen, our ſilence is th effect of 8 | 
Wonder profound, which ſtill ſurrounds our hearts, 


And mine above a}kothers: Thou however. 
' Mayſt be ſccure, that all who here are preſent; 
Will ſhare ane fate, and that the ſame as thine. 
Already is it ſpread among the people, „ 
That this is King (-resfpnte's ſon i now whether. A 
Ancient affection, or flupidity, 
And blind forgetfulneſs, can maſt affect chem 
We ſoon ſhall ſee; 3 ;howe'er in all events 
Againft the ryraqt's 15 glowers, our k ing 
(For he ſhall he our wy en in our bone” 4 
Have arms, defence, and 
Eg. | w_ fear be banicb d, 
* my friends ate dns, SM. STA 
FOO ang f .. 


SCENE. LAST. ” 


| Lees to © 1, 
Im. O why ſtays the queen? _ 
3 waits he for ? n 
Mer. What tidings doſt thou n 
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hear? o fly and lead thy ben la 
8 Stay:thee, o mother. I myſelf will' . 
5m. All the great court is full; a crowd * 
Men, women, all require che mighty hero: 
Who ſlew the ervel tyrant, every ne 
85 Would ſee the new<thade king: Some tall abvite 
His father; others, they deſcribe the ſon . 
Ot this affair ſome aſk, and ſome relate | 
An Hundred different ways. But Let hin ive a = | 
Cleaves all the air; even the little children 
1 dap their Hands: the Gghr. has Zhi: 
on pere it to force tears of joy⸗ 
mw 5 d be thou, o thou'who e 
And all diſpoſeſt, Let us go my ſon. 
8 art thou King fand too happy; 
This moment let us go, Whilſt in their N 45 
Burns fucki a pleaſi ng, fuel a bleſt defire. 
. Believe me friends, that £6 dequite a kingtotn” 
Is much leſs to me, than ſo dear a mother. 


2 A 


2 Put. Jove when thou pleaſeſt now conclude my days, 


Vve liv'd to ſee the end of alf my wiſhes, 

And l deſire no more. de | 8 | 
5 Fo this old thang | 3 

"Oqueen; Fannie we What I owes HEE 

Permit me that I always as a NAS. 

3 to elteem himm 


Am more bis Adee mu 
Jo ſee thou art grateful, and this act 1 o 
From Wee t for, a 2 virtue governs. 
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